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I 
n August, Paralyzed Veterans 

of America (Paralyzed 

Veterans) Executive Director 

Sherman Gillums Jr. released the 

following statement, after 

witnessing President Trump sign 

the Veterans Appeals 

Improvement & Modernization 

Act: 

 

"The Veterans Appeals 

Improvement and Modernization 

Law represents a major step 

toward ensuring justice for the 

veterans, dependents and 

survivors who believe in their 

entitlement to a denied benefit. 

These people aren't asking for a 

handout; they simply want 

fairness and timely review when 

they file appeals.  

 

Paralyzed Veterans of America 

fights on behalf of the most 

catastrophically disabled veterans 

with the most complex claims in 

the system. Our unrivaled 

expertise is often challenged by a 

labyrinthine, protracted review 

process where a growing backlog, 

coupled with inconsistent and 

arbitrary decisions, hurt those 

who rate the benefits they're 

pursuing. For those appellants 

who choose to file without an 

accredited representative, it's 

nearly impossible to get a fair 

decision. We commend the 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

(VA) for hearing our concerns 

and working with us to preserve 

due process and develop new and 

improved standards. This new 

law is a culmination of those 

efforts. It is also a significant win 

for President Trump and VA 

Secretary Shulkin, both of whom 

are keeping their promise to 

veterans with the passage of this 

law."  

New Veterans Act 

  We’re on TWITTER!  @BuckeyePva 

Sherman Gillums Jr. 

by Aaron Stevens  

National Service Officer 



S 
ummer flew by and fall is 

knocking on the door with 

its colorful scenery. Hope 

you had an enjoyable summer! 

 

Many activities have made this 

another busy summer for the 

chapter. 

 

The annual 8-Ball Billiards Tour-

nament was held June 16 and 17 

at a new location at Wickliffe 

Lanes in Wickliffe, Ohio. This 

place was so accommodating that 

the chapter has rebooked for June 

22 - 23, 2018. Mark your calen-

dars! Hope to see more members 

come out and enjoy this fun 

event! 

 

Cleveland’s SCI Center yearly 

site visit was held June 27 – 29.  

chapter board of directors met 

with PVA’s Site Team to discuss 

concerns as well as positive is-

sues about the SCI units. This 

year’s site team consisted of 

Christine Zito, Senior Associate 

Director of Medical Services; Re-

becca Kudlick, Associate Director 

of Medical Services: Stephen 

Yerkovich, MD, Chief of Medical 

Services; Tammy Jones, Field 

Advisory Committee; Mark 

Thompson, AIA, Associate Direc-

tor of Architecture Services;  

Aaron Stevens, Senior Veterans 

Health and Benefits Specialist; and 

Milton Young, Chapter Hospital 

Liaison. The site team had three 

days of interviews and visits with 

VA medical staff, patients on the 

acute care unit and the long-term 

care unit. The team’s report was 
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23 and No-

vember 18.  

A reminder 

postcard will 

be sent in the 

mail with all 

the informa-

tion about 10 

days to 2 

weeks before 

the meeting. Note: Due to SCI 6th 

floor construction, these meetings 

will be held in the long-term care 

dining hall. This will be our last 

two general meetings for 2017. 

Hope to see you there!   

 

Reminder:  Flu season will soon 

be here and all our members are 

strongly encouraged to receive 

the yearly flu vaccination. Flu 

strains change and the influenza 

vaccine is updated each year.  

The CDC (Center for Disease 

Control) recommends getting a 

flu vaccine as soon as the vaccine 

becomes available. Your body 

begins to develop antibodies as 

soon as you are vaccinated, and it 

takes approximately 2 weeks to 

fully protect you. The myth that 

you can get the flu from getting 

the flu shot is just that, a myth. 

The viruses in the flu vaccine are 

inactivated, so you cannot get the 

flu from the shot.  

 

As always, your concerns, issues, 

or ideas of how we can make our 

chapter better are always wel-

come. Please contact the chapter 

office, stop by the VA chapter 

office on the 6th floor or email 

me at: carlh@buckeyepva.org. 

just released and we are waiting 

on the VA’s response to the rec-

ommendations. Aaron Stevens, 

Milton Young and myself will 

follow up on the issues with the 

VA leadership. 

 

The 37th National Veterans 

Wheelchair Games held July 17 – 

21 in Cincinnati, Ohio started 

with the sound of bagpipes, a pa-

rade of nearly 700 athletes and 

the lighting of the Game Torch.   

Being the host chapter since the 

games were in Ohio, we were re-

sponsible for the athlete’s recep-

tion and the memorabilia. Con-

gratulations to the Cincinnati 

VA, the City of Cincinnati and 

everyone (too many to name) 

who helped make these games a 

great success. The games shined 

this year. The Buckeye PVA team 

had another successful year with 

64 athletes coming away with 

143 medals - WAY TO GO 

TEAM!! Read Holly and Scott’s 

Sports Report in this newsletter 

for more information.  

 

The chapter’s annual Golf Outing 

fundraiser was held August 28 at 

Windmill Lakes Golf Course in 

Ravenna, Ohio. It was a nice golf 

course, perfect weather, and good 

food! We received great compli-

ments from golfers that are ready 

to return next year. Of course, all 

this could not have happened 

without our staff, Sharon and 

Ava, chapter volunteers and the 

Windmill Lakes staff who did 

another fantastic job. Also a 

THANK YOU to all the golfers 

who came out to support the 

chapter’s fundraiser. 

 

The annual Food Card Program 

(FCP) applications for the Buck-

eye PVA chapter members will be 

mailed out October 2, 2017. All 

completed applications need to be 

returned with a postmark date no 

later than October 16, 2017 to the 

office in the envelope provided 

with the application. Gift cards 

from grocery stores will be 

mailed out the first part of No-

vember to all qualified applicants.  

I personally thank the Community 

Fund Management Foundation, 

MC Mobility, Quicken Loans, 

and Preston Superstore for all 

their support in the funding of this 

program.  

 

The annual SCI Conference will 

be held on October 25 - 26 in the 

EUL building and directed by Dr. 

Mary Ann Richmond, Chief of 

SCI. The Chapter Hospital Liai-

sons (CHL) from Dayton and 

Cleveland, Dayton’s Volunteer 

Liaison Officer (VLO) and chap-

ter board members will be attend-

ing the conference. This is an an-

nual update and training session 

for the Cleveland SCI’s center 

staff and primary care team mem-

bers from Cincinnati, Dayton, 

Chillicothe, Altoona, Butler, Erie, 

Pittsburgh, Ann Arbor and Detroit 

to help insure that all SCI veter-

ans receive the best quality of 

care.  

 

The last two general membership 

meetings will be held September 

BUCKEYE  BANNER  PAGE  3  

by Carl Harris 

BPVA President 
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by Sharon Moster 

BPVA Executive Director 
Executive Director’s Message 

A 
s summer winds down, I 

just want to say this was 

one of the best seasons I 

have experienced at  Buckeye 

PVA.  Our billiards tournament at 

the new location was great. The 

planning and execution of the 

National Veterans Wheelchair 

Games in Cincinnati was 

amazing. Our involvement was 

administratively challenging but 

oh so satisfying. At the athlete 

level, I was extremely proud to be 

affiliated with the giant Buckeye 

team. 

 

Our golf fundraiser was highly 

successful again. Special thanks 

to our Presenting Sponsor K. C. 

Koester of Koester, DiSalvo & 

Fried. We wouldn’t have had 

nearly as much fun if it weren’t 

for K.C. Our 2018 golf outing is 

set for August 6, 2018 again at 

Windmill Lakes. 

 

Coming up is the general 

membership meeting on 

September 23. Your input is so 

important.   

 

Watch your mail after October 2 

for the Food Gift Card 

application. We hope you take 

advantage of this program.  If you 

are planning to participate, it is 

MANDATORY to have your 

application postmarked no later 

than October 16. No exceptions.  

Primary sponsor this year is 

Community Fund Management 

Foundation. We thank them for 

their help to our veterans. 

 

Speaking of the Community Fund 

Management Foundation, I 

suggest you go to their website at 

www.cfmf.org to familiarize 

yourself with the offerings of this 

group.  Their primary goal is to 

help people with disabilities in 

any way they can.  If you need a 

major repair/replacement at your 

home, check them out for the 

grant opportunities to help with 

costs. 

 

As of this writing, we are in the 

middle of multiple natural 

disasters – Harvey, Irma and still 

to come Jose.  My thoughts are 

with all of you in harm’s way. 

- Sharon 

http://www.cfmf.org
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by Doug Beckley 

Government Relations Director 
Government Relations Report 

P 
aralyzed Veterans of 

America and many of our 

fellow Veterans Service 

Organizations and others urge 

you and your family and friends 

to Vote NO on Issue 2. This pro-

posed legislation has the potential 

to raise the cost of some prescrip-

tion drugs for many of our veter-

ans and seniors.  

 

The "Ohio Drug Price Relief Act" 

is being pushed 

by controversial California activ-

ist Michael Weinstein, and would 

prohibit Ohio’s state government 

from paying any more for pre-

scription drugs than the lowest 

price paid by the United States 

Department of Veterans Affairs. 

  

A very similar pro-

posal, “Proposition 61,” was 

soundly defeated in California 

last year, and was opposed by 

more than 100 different health 

organizations, civic organiza-

tions, veterans groups, taxpayer 

organizations, business groups, 

and unions. It was also opposed 

by nearly every major newspa-

per—liberal, conservative and 

moderate alike—in the state of 

California. 

 

Unfortunately, the inaccurately 

dubbed "Ohio Drug Price Relief 

Act" will not only fail to accom-

plish its intended goals, but if ap-

proved, the measure could actu-

ally result in major price in-

creases for millions of Ohioans. 

 

Furthermore, there is no guaran-

tee that the VA rates will remain 

what they are today. Currently, 

pharmaceutical companies give 

steep rebates and discounts to the 

VA program. If all of a sudden, 

those VA rates are used as a 

benchmark for other programs, 

then pharmaceutical companies 

could just end the discounts for 

the VA, and charge everyone 

higher prices. 

 

Additionally, this initiative could 

restrict access to medication. The 

VA program has its own unique 

formulary, with special rebates 

given in return for preferential 

treatment or exclusion of certain 

drugs from that formulary. The 

nature of these rebate agreements 

for the VA would mean that pa-

tients could have decreased ac-

cess to medications if a particular 

medication is not included within 

the VA’s formulary. 

 

There is also no requirement that 

pharmaceutical companies charge 

the same prices to all. So if the 

government and VA were to en-

joy all the major discounts that 

are being sought by this ballot 

measure, pharmaceutical compa-

nies could just raise the prices for 

everyone else to offset those 

losses. This would mean that the 

government would get the bene-

fit, but working Ohioans would 

be stuck with the bill. 

 

(Taken impart from OPA Web-

site ohiopharmacists.org) 

 

PVA Files Lawsuit over Wheel-

chair Damage Rule 
  

At the end of July, PVA filed suit 

against the Department of Trans-

portation (DOT) for abruptly roll-

ing back a rule intended to make 

airline travel safer and easier for 

passengers with disabilities. The 

rule, which requires domestic air-

lines to track and report data on 

lost and damaged wheelchairs 

and scooters, was delayed by the 

Administration without seeking 

input from people with disabili-

ties. DOT originally published the 

rule in November 2016, following 

a five-year rulemaking process 

that included input from air trav-

elers, consumer and disability ad-

vocacy groups, and airlines.  

  

The rule was scheduled for imple-

mentation in January 2018. In 

March 2017, DOT abruptly de-

layed the rule’s implementation 

date by one year, until January 

2019, without providing the pub-

lic any notice or opportunity to 

comment, in violation of the Ad-

ministrative Procedure Act. DOT 
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claimed the delay was necessary 

due to implementation 

“challenges” faced by the airline 

industry. However, the only evi-

dence of these challenges DOT 

presented was a single email the 

agency received from the airline 

industry. 

  

Since DOT’s decision, PVA has 

informed Administration officials 

and members of Congress about 

how the rule’s delay will hurt 

people with disabilities and asked 

that DOT allow these critical pro-

tections to move forward. To-

gether with the complaint, PVA 

filed a motion to reinstate the 

rule’s original effective date. The 

case was filed in the United 

States District Court for the Dis-

trict of Columbia. 

  

Congress Approves Permanent 

Change to the Post-9/11 GI Bill 
  

The latest update to the Post-9/11 

GI Bill made its way through 

Congress prior to the August re-

cess and now awaits the Presi-

dent’s signature. The “Harry 

W. Colmery Veterans Education 

Assistance Act of 2017,” wielded 

strong bipartisan support 

throughout both chambers of 

Congress allowing the bill to be 

fast-tracked to the President’s 

desk. After a unanimous vote in 

the House, the Senate followed 

suit by passing the bill by voice 

vote.  

  

The bill’s namesake, the Forever 

GI Bill, comes from the elimina-

tion of the “use it or lose it rule” 

that requires the benefit to be 

used within fifteen years. In to-

day’s world, it is common for vet-

erans to make career changes 

later in life. This makes it all the 

more important to retain educa-

tion benefits that can help facili-

tate successful transitions. One 

significant change makes all Pur-

ple Heart recipients eligible for 

100 percent of the benefit. Be-

cause the benefit percentages are 

based on time in service, veterans 

removed from service due to 

wounds sustained in combat were 

often unable to reach the full 100 

percent rating.   

  

The bill addresses a number of 

other inadvertent inequities as 

well. One deals with the Fry 

Scholarship. Surviving spouses 

and children of service members 

who die in the line of duty after 

September 10, 2001, who are util-

izing the GI Bill to attend school 

are currently ineligible for the 

Yellow Ribbon Program which 

fills the gap between the GI Bill 

benefit amount and full tuition at 

private institutions. Another over-

sight in the original law precluded 

reservists mobilized in support of 

a Department of Defense (DOD) 

combatant command and when 

Governors’ request federal assis-

tance in responding to major dis-

asters or emergencies from count-

ing that service time for eligibil-

ity.   

  

Other changes include a long-

overdue increase in monthly pay-

ments for Dependents’ Education 

Assistance (DEA) by approxi-

mately $200. However, the eligi-

bility time period will be reduced 

from 45 months to 36 months. 

Most, if not all, GI Bill benefits 

now cover 36 months of educa-

tion time, which equates to ap-

proximately four school calendar 

years. The bill also encourages 

more students to enter into sci-

ence, technology, engineering 

and math (STEM) programs, and 

it restores benefits to students 

whose schools closed or lost ac-

creditation in the middle of a se-

mester, costing the veteran a se-

mester of eligibility without actu-

ally earning any credits.   

  

While the provisions in the bill 

were far from controversial, the 

bill got off to a rocky start as 

VSOs battled over how it would 

be funded. The original proposal 

that had widespread support 

would have mimicked the Mont-

gomery GI Bill, which required 

active duty service members to 

pay a nominal amount of their 

salary into the program 

to become eligible. Some groups, 

however, balked at forcing ser-

vice members to pay for this 

benefit. The visceral backlash 

sunk the bill initially. It regained 

momentum, however, and was 

ultimately successful using a dif-

ferent funding mechanism which 

aligns Basic Allowance for Hous-

ing (BAH) rates for GI Bill users 

with current DOD rates for active 

duty service members. The GI 

Bill’s current rates were higher 

than DOD rates, and the reduc-

tion in amount will ultimately 

cover the cost of expanding the 

GI Bill. 
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year.  This is a confidential 

process. 

Payments must be made directly 

to the vendor.  Please contact the 

Chapter office for more details. 

(800) 248-2548; (216) 731-1017. 

P 
aralyzed Veterans of 

America, Buckeye Chapter 

has available an 

Emergency Assistance Program.  

This program helps members of 

the Buckeye Chapter who may 

find themselves in financial 

distress causing possible eviction 

from their homes, disconnection 

of utilities or the inability to pay 

for food. 

Members must be in good 

standing for a minimum of 90 

days prior to qualifying for 

consideration.  Application for 

help is limited to twice yearly or 

up to a maximum of $500 per 

Emergency Assistance Program 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to PVA Scholarship  

Recipients ! 
 

Hope Ezell (Baldwin Wallace University) 
Daughter of Dwayne Ezell  

 
Olesya Tehan (Wittenberg University) 

Daughter of George Tehan 
 

We wish you all the best! 

P 
aralyzed Veterans of 

America’s (PVA) pri-

mary goal has been to 

assist its members and their 

families in improving the qual-

ity of their lives. This goal has 

been designed to provide edu-

cation and training. 

 

PVA established an Educa-

tional Scholarship Program to 

assist PVA members and their 

immediate families in gaining a 

post-secondary education. 

 

Ten full-time student award 

winners received $1,000 each. 

Two recipients were from 

Ohio! 
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P 
aralyzed Veterans of 

America Buckeye 

Chapter Visitor 

Mileage Reimbursement 

Program 
 

Who is eligible to participate in 

the program? 

Must be a BPVA Member in 

good standing for a minimum of 

90 days to participate.  The 

Committee has the option to 

make exceptions for extenuating 

circumstances. 

 

What is the acceptable time 

period before the program 

becomes available for use? 

The BPVA Member must be 

hospitalized for a minimum of 

one week. 

 

 

Mileage Reimbursement 

What is the acceptable distance 

for mileage reimbursement? 

The mileage reimbursement will 

be given to visitors for travel to a 

VA hospital in the State of Ohio 

for the wellbeing of members 

who are hospitalized.  Beginning 

and ending travel must be in the 

State of Ohio. 

 

How much is the reimbursement? 

Reimbursement will be at a rate 

of .20 per mile.  Mileage will be 

determined via MapQuest based 

on the submission of the visitor of 

the beginning and ending address. 

Chapter will reimburse up to 2 

trips per month with a $2,000 cap 

per year. 

 

Reimbursement request 

containing the name of the 

member, name and address of the 

visitor, the date of visitation and 

the origin of the trip must be 

submitted by the 20th of the 

following month, with payment at 

the end of month. Request for 

reimbursement will only be valid 

for one calendar month following 

travel. 

 

How will reimbursement be paid? 

Reimbursements will be via 

check. 

 

What locations are included in 

the program? 

Reimbursement will be for Ohio 

VA hospitals only. 

 

For more information 

contact the Chapter Office 

at 800-248-2548. 
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To make a donation, you may call, mail a check or use our online form.  
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Buckeye Chapter 
26250 Euclid Ave, Suite 115, Euclid, Ohio 44132 

Phone: (216) 731-1017 or (800) 248-2548 
www.buckeyepva.org 

It’s Time to Clean &  

Help a Worthwhile Cause! 
The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Buckeye Chapter is committed to making life better  

for veterans affected by spinal cord injury or disease. Through our efforts we have been able to 
make a positive impact on the lives of veterans in our community. 

Your financial support can help us make a significant difference in the lives of veterans. To 
show our appreciation, with each $50.00 donation we will send you a package of high-quality 

trash bags.  
Sizes available: 16, 33, 40, and 60 gallon.  

Sept 23, 2017 - Board of Directors Meeting and Annual Meeting at Cleveland VAMC 
 

October 12, 2017 - Board of Directors Meeting 
 

October 16, 2017 - Postmark deadline for Food Card Program (FCP) applications  
 

November 18, 2017 - Board of Directors Meeting, General Meeting & Thanksgiving Dinner at Cleveland 

VAMC 
 

December 12, 2017 - Board of Directors Meeting at Cleveland VAMC 
 

March 10, 2018 - Buckeye PVA All You Can Eat Fundraiser 
 

April 19 - 21, 2018 - Buckeye Wheelchair Games, Geneva, Ohio 
 

June 22 - 23, 2018 - Annual 8-ball Billiards Tournament, Wickliffe Lanes in Wickliffe, Ohio 
 

July 30 – August 4, 2018 - National Veterans Wheelchair Games, Orlando, Florida 
 

August 6, 2018 - Annual Golf Outing Fundraiser, Windmill Lakes Golf Course, Ravenna, Ohio 

 

*Dates are subject to change.  

Please watch the Buckeye website at www.buckeyepva.org and future Banners for updates and more information.  
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Member Birthdays 

Rick Takacs 7/1 

Lance Kepler 7/2 

Steven Holder 7/3 

Joshua Maley 7/3 

Robert Haines 7/4 

Roger Stonebraker 7/5 

Jaime Heverly 7/6 

John Kiss 7/8 

Jerry Martin 7/8 

Charles Thompson 7/9 

Alton Taylor 7/9 

James Keltz 7/11 

Michael Payne 7/11 

Meredith Childers 7/12 

Louis Vernon 7/12 

Cynthia Strong 7/12 

Donald Paige 7/13 

Robert Hagara 7/13 

Howard Snyder 7/13 

Anthony Zampino 7/13 

Terry Clark 7/14 

John Myers 7/14 

William Anderson 7/15 

Donald Glynn 7/18 

William Nolte 7/18 

Herman Benson 7/18 

Gary Schweikert 7/18 

James Markham 7/18 

Todd Mix 7/18 

Larry Kelly 7/19 

Ralph Wellendorf 7/19 

Timothy Calvin 7/20 

Charles Kershaw 7/21 

Robert Burtin 7/21 

Andrew Shienkaruk 7/21 

Robert Gobble 7/23 

Carol Eaves 7/23 

Johnny Maddox 7/24 

Kevin Weilacher 7/24 

William Cornwell 7/25 

Robert Hewitt 7/25 

John Arnesen 7/26 

William King 7/26 

Bennie Foggin 7/27 

William Wheeler 7/27 

Robert Newland 7/28 

Robert Gilham 7/29 

Timothy Lacour 7/29 

Lawrence Grieshop 7/30 

Blaine Denious 7/30 

Robert Thomas 7/30 

Cecil Brown 7/31 

William Shorts 7/31 

Larry Shifferly 8/3 

Stanley Kolby 8/3 

Stephen Bell 8/7 

Larry Benner 8/8 

Steve Sigourney 8/11 

Douglas Pierce 8/12 

Dean Sidick 8/12 

Paul Neville 8/13 

Ronald Baltes 8/17 

John Robertson 8/17 

Albert Barge 8/17 

Harold Pittaway 8/17 

Sylvester Cooper 8/18 

James McAfee 8/18 

Charles Hays 8/19 

William Beekman 8/19 

Dale Lomax 8/20 

Terry Beasley 8/20 

Reginald Allen 8/21 

Lee Holbrook 8/21 

Dannie Shelton 8/22 

Brian Fyffe 8/22 

Robert Hill 8/23 

Robert Mace 8/25 

Kenneth Parker 8/26 

Harry Clay 8/27 

William Patterson 8/27 

Ralph Owens 8/28 

Philip Nechvatal 8/28 

Michael Brooks 8/28 

Dale Dalrymple 8/29 

Raymond Bonner 8/29 

Gayle-Jayne Allyson 8/29 

Thomas Shipp 8/30 

Evan Graver 8/30 

Chris Fritts 9/1 

Merlin Markland 9/4 

Thomas Schmitt 9/5 

Paul Cook 9/5 

David Wood 9/5 

Daniel Verderber 9/6 

Paul Mann 9/6 

Timothy Osborne 9/7 

Robert Young 9/7 

Gary Wallace 9/8 

Dwight Adams 9/10 

Bryan Hibinger 9/10 

Joseph Kerns 9/11 

James Letizio 9/12 

Thomas Hornecker 9/13 

George Tehan 9/13 

Tracy Neu 9/13 

Vernon Monroe 9/14 

William Gibson 9/14 

William Fry 9/14 

William Larson 9/14 

Stephen Brandt 9/15 

Roy Nungester 9/17 

Stephen Cornell 9/19 

Mark Waites 9/19 

Edward Daso 9/21 

Charles Lindner 9/21 

David Prestegaard 9/22 

Charles Mohr 9/23 

Paul Sonye 9/23 

Claude Owens 9/24 

Robert Redden 9/25 

David Hopson 9/27 

Luther Preston 9/28 

Kenneth Elick 9/29 

Ernie Stacy 9/29 

Walter Pruitt 9/29 

William Dailey 9/30 

Terry Blackstone 9/30 

Ricky Olson 9/30 

Julie Charette 9/30 
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2017 National Veterans Wheelchair Games  

See more photos on our website: www.BuckeyePVA.org 
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G 
reater Cincinnati 

including Dayton, give 

G.I.V.E. a try and 

support veterans through a 

donation. Through the Paralyzed 

Veterans of America's G.I.V.E. 

(Goods Inspiring Veterans 

Everywhere) clothing donation 

Greater Cincinnati including Dayton, Donate Today  

program, service never goes out 

of style. Your generous donations 

of clothes, small appliances, and 

gently used household 

goods help improve the lives of 

severely injured veterans and 

strengthens the fabric of our 

community. Plus, your donations 

are tax deductible – a receipt will 

be issued upon pickup/drop off. 

In Ohio, this service is only 

available in the Greater 

Cincinnati/Dayton area, but is 

expanding to different locations. 

Stay tuned for an area near you! 

To donate, call (314) 416-1300.  
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2017 Golf Outing Fundraiser 

O 
ur annual Golf Outing fundraiser was held August 28th at Windmill Lake  

Golf Course in Ravenna, Ohio. THANK YOU to our Golf Outing sponsors 

and participants for making this a very successful fundraiser year after year! 

We appreciate all your support and we look forward to seeing you again next year! 

Special thanks to Presenting Sponsor K.C. Koester and Koester, DiSalvo & Fried  
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T 
he National Veteran 

Wheelchair Games were 

held in Cincinnati this  

July. The event was nothing short 

of spectacular. I was a little 

skeptical about how opening 

ceremonies were going to go, 

especially after receiving a frantic 

call telling me that the Buckeye 

team should meet in a different 

location an hour earlier for 

practice. The practice was just as 

confusing, knowing only to 

follow the band, but when the 

bagpipe and drum band started 

playing everything fell into place. 

The band, which had never 

played together before that night, 

gave us chills. Sixty-four athletes 

and ten coaches of the Buckeye 

team proudly dressed in orange, 

paraded in. As our youngest team 

mate, Lucas Meyer brought in the 

torch, Coaches Nicole and Sandy 

allowed each Buckeye team 

member to touch the lighted torch 

to symbolize that we were one 

team and everyone was a part of 

bringing in the torch. Michael 

Stutler our longest continuing 

participant carried the torch to 

light the flame.  

 

We would like 

to congratulate 

all the veterans 

for their hard 

work and 

determination. 

Bobby Click fall 

gave him a 

concussion and 

almost sent him 

home. Nicole 

fought for him 

to stay and he 

ended up winning a silver medal 

in softball.  

 

Whether these athletes won a 

medal or not, it takes courage, 

along with mental and physical 

skills to navigate the obstacles in 

slalom and motorized slalom.  

Way to hang tough:  Robert 

Burtin -3rd, Brett Clingan, 

Sylvester Cooper, Ed Davis - 3rd, 

Dwayne Ezell (novice)- 1st, 

Patrick Harris, Carl Harris - 1st, 

Leo Kelly - 3rd, David North, 

Shawn Ritchart, Artie Sias, Phil 

Kearney, Josh Maley, Terry Rock 

- 1st, Jennifer Steele (novice)- 1st 

and Michael Stutler.   

 

Usually the crashes are on the 

quad ruby courts as Paul Mann- 

2nd place and Doug Cornwall can 

testify, but these games proved 

that power soccer can have as 

many rough crashes. Cheers to 

our power soccer players - Milton 

Young, Austin Trzop, David 

North (novice),  Shawn Ritchart, 

Robert Thomas - 2nd, Aletha 

McBride - 2nd, Lucas Meyer 

(Novice), Thomas Niehoff 

(novice), Carl Harris, and Patrick 

Harris - 1st.   

 

Josh Maley, a 3rd year NVWG 

veteran, was seen and heard by 

coaches and other veterans 

cheering, coaching and 

encouraging his teammates and 

others. He is ready to try new 

events like slalom. Not only does 

Josh compete in a wheelchair, he 

is legally blind.   

 

The  rain delay at the track didn’t 

darken or slow any of the track 

Sports Director Report 
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by Holly Koester & Scott Law 

BPVA Co-Sports Directors 

participants;  William Fry -3rd, Ed 

Keating - 2 gold, Holly Koester - 

2 gold, Josh Maley  2nd, and Bill 

Searles - 3rd.  

 

We had a large showing of the 

Buckeye team and our coaches 

demonstrated their devotion by 

walking with Shawn Ritchart as 

he valiantly tried to hand cycle 

the 5k Course before succumbing 

to the heat. Congratulations go 

out to finishers- Cory Anderson, 

Paul Cook (novice)- 3rd , Doug 

Cornwall- 1st, Eric Hall- 1st, 

Michael Payne, Holly Koester - 

1st, Dale Spiller, PJ Leek, 

Sherman Hartley (novice) 3rd,  

Josh Stahl – 3rd, and Curtis 

Fatyol.  

We still managed to get our 

annual O-H-I-O group photo 

although many coaches had to 

rush off to help other teammates.  

Congratulations to all our athletes 

in all the events- these were some 

of my memories.  

 

We especially want to 

congratulate our novices Brent 

White, Jennifer Steele, Mark 

Perkins, Donna Schmidt, Lucas 

Meyers, Sherman Hartley, 

Clarence Bell, Denis Goens, 

Michael Fumarola, Dwayne 

Ezell, and Paul Cook - nice job 

Buckeye team!  

Big congratulations go out to 

Scott Law and Steve Carter - 

1st place basketball players. 

Although it’s not all about 

the medals, because all the 

athletes can testify how 

much these games have 

changed  their lives. To 

quote Austin Trzop after  

competing, “I’m not 

handicapped.  I’m just living my 

life in hard mode.” The total 

team medal count is 143 - 67 

Gold, 40 Silver and 36 bronze.   

 

In addition to getting ready for 

the NVWG - Buckeye PVA 

hosted the 14th Annual  Buckeye 

Billiards tournament at a new 

location this year. Wickliffe 

Lanes were great hosts of 10 

Buckeye PVA shooters. We hope 

next year we can get more 

shooters.  

 

 

The Buckeye PVA Golf Outing 

was blessed with great weather. 

All the golfers had a great time. 

Team pictures are on pages 20 

and 21 in this newsletter. Save the 

date for August 6, 2018.  

 

The NVWG next year is in 

Orlando, Florida July 30 – August 

4. Hope to see you there! 

Billiards tournament participants. 
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