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P

aralyzed Veterans of
America (Paralyzed
Veterans) expressed
restrained yet hopeful support of
Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) Secretary David Shulkin’s
announcement the VA will adopt
the same Electronic Health Record
(EHR) System currently used by
the Department of Defense (DOD)
to maintain veteran healthcare data.
By adopting the current DOD
system, known as MHS GENESIS,
the VA intends to improve
interoperability to streamline
patient care and protect healthcare
data. It will replace the VA file
recordation system, Veterans
Health Information Systems and
Technology Architecture (VistA)
that it’s utilized since the 1970s.
“Removing VistA from the VA
system of care is long overdue, and
Paralyzed Veterans of America is
pleased Secretary Shulkin has
exercised his authority to declare it
a priority,” remarked Associate
Executive Director of Medical
Services Lana McKenzie, RN,
MHA, CCM. “It will be up to
Congress to adequately fund it, and
for the VA to correctly build and
operationalize the new system
before we will be able to declare

this a complete victory for our
veterans.”
To date, VA and DoD have worked
with limited efficiency in two
separate EHR applications in an
attempt to create a consistent and
accurate view of individual
medical record information. While
some interoperability has been
established between the two
agencies for key aspects of the
health record, seamless care has
been constrained by changing
information sharing standards,
separate chains of command,
separate implementation schedules,
separate program offices that have
separate funding appropriations,
and other related issues.
“Technological integration of
DOD, VA and community sector
care is a tremendous undertaking
that could vastly improve patient
care,” concluded McKenzie.
“Timely access to patient data
translates into timely diagnosis and
timely treatment, so it is a critical
component to patient care. If it
comes to fruition, the new system
could positively impact veteran
healthcare for future generations.
Paralyzed Veterans will be closely
watching this initiative.”
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President’s Report

W

elcome to Summer
everyone! Hope you
are able to enjoy some
of the sun and warm weather. As
you will see, the chapter has been
or will be quite busy this Spring/
Summer.
PVA’s Advocacy/Legislation
Seminar was held March 6 - 9 in
Arlington, Virginia. It was attended by Doug Beckley, Government Relations Director,
Sharon Moster, Executive Director and Robert Thomas, Vice
President. During this time, National Government Relations staff
updated attendees on bills and
issues at the federal level. All
members can help by going to the
chapter’s website,
www.buckeyepva.org, where
Point Papers have been posted
with important issues that need
your advocacy as an individual as
well. I urge all our members to
make a difference by calling,
mailing or emailing your elected
representatives on important issues that concern you as well as
our fellow veterans.
Our “Great Food – Great Cause”
fundraiser held on March 25 at
Parma Tavern in Parma turned
out to be another great event. I
hope everyone had an evening of
fun with all-you-can-eat wings,
pizza, pasta, salad and drink
along with raffles and a Chinese
auction. Thank you to staff, all
attendees, and everyone who
helped in anyway for this event.
Your support is greatly appreci-
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by Carl Harris
BPVA President
ated. As this event keeps growing
every year, it will certainly remain an annual event.
April was Paralyzed Veterans of
America Awareness Month
(PAM). Throughout the month,
the Buckeye Chapter had representatives at Belden Village Mall,
Summit Mall and the Independence Community Center with displays and pamphlets to bring
awareness to the public about
PVA’s mission of service to its
members as well as the disabled
community. Take the time to get
involved next year, we can always use volunteers to pass on
PVA’s mission. Please call the
Chapter office at (800) 248-2548
to see what you may do to help
your chapter.
Our chapter’s 6th Annual Buckeye
Wheelchair Games (BWG) was
held April 28 - 29 and again
hosted by SPIRE Institute in Geneva, Ohio. This year’s event was
another huge success with a record number of athletes competing in air guns, swimming, track
and field events, slalom, billiards,
table tennis, weight lifting, boccia
and bowling. All events except
for bowling are held under one
roof. A grateful Thank you goes
to SPIRE, sponsors, staff, volunteers and athletes for your generous support and time in making
this year’s games a successful
event. Spread the news about our
BWG and invite others to come
and enjoy the competition and
camaraderie. See you next year.

As you read this, the Buckeye
team is preparing to compete in
the 37th National Veteran Wheelchair Games to be held in Cincinnati, Ohio, July 17 - 21. This
year’s host chapter happens to be
our very own Buckeye chapter.
All Buckeye officers, directors,
staff and Cincinnati VA have
been working many long and hard
hours with PVA to make this
year’s games one of the best.
Look for game results of the
NVWG in the next newsletter.
The Annual Golf Scramble fundraiser will be held August 28th at
Windmill Lakes Golf Course,
6544 OH-14 in Ravenna, Ohio.
Members, please help to promote
this event by passing on information to all golfers you know or
may come in contact with. Golf
fliers and brochures will be available at the chapter office, the VA
chapter office and will be posted
on the chapter’s website.
I encourage all members to join in
and get involved with your chapter’s fundraising programs. You
are not only helping your chapter
but also your fellow veterans. Just
give the chapter a call and volunteer.
Lastly, congratulations to Robert
Thomas and Holly Koester on
their achievements. At the 71st
PVA Annual Convention Robert
Thomas, Chapter Vice President
and National Parliamentarian,
was elected as a National Vice
President. I wish him the best as

he turns to a
new page
with PVA.
And Holly
Koester received the
Speedy
Award in the
National
PVA members’ category. This award is the
highest honor bestowed by the
Paralyzed Veterans of America.
Way to go Holly! You rock even
as you roll!
As always your concerns or ideas
of how we can make our chapter
better are always welcome.
Please either contact the chapter
office, VA chapter office on the
6th floor or email me at:
carlh@buckeyepva.org.

WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS
Paul Cook
Douglas Mcpherson
Charles Schretzman
Dennis Brostek
David North
Richard Sesso
Terry Dear
Steven Lake
Budd Walker
Jennifer Steele
Sherman Hartley
Lucas Meyer
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Executive Director’s Message

H

ello Everybody!

I hope you are enjoying
the wonderful warm weather. I
know I am. The Chapter is
extremely busy as a member of
the Local Organizing Committee
for the National Veterans
Wheelchair Games next month in
Cincinnati. I look forward to
seeing many of you there. The
Chapter is responsible for many
things, but two of the most
important are the Athletes’
Reception on Monday night, July
17 and the Memorabilia sales on
the main floor. I hope you
purchase Games memorabilia
beginning the day of the Expo.

by Sharon Moster
BPVA Executive Director

This will be one way to help the
Chapter in fundraising.

the Games would not be nearly as
successful.

Since our last Banner we have
had so many happenings. The
Buckeye Wheelchair Games were
spectacular. I would say better
than ever. We had over 85 people
participating. Soon you will be
able to view a video of the BWG
on our website.

The Billiards Tournament was
held recently with a good time
had by all. We hope to have a
date for next year soon. Plan to
attend.

Special thanks for the BWG
success goes to Key Foundation,
MC Mobility, Preston
Superstore, FES, VAMC in
Cleveland and around the state,
Quicken Loans, and Spire
Institute. Without these sponsors

Thank you all for being a part of
the Buckeye Chapter. Through
your involvement, the lives
of many are impacted.
Enjoy the flowers,
Sharon
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PVA elects new National President and
Executive Committee

P

aralyzed Veterans of
America (Paralyzed Veterans) appointed immediate
past national senior vice president
to hold the organization’s highest
elected office, its national president. David Zurfluh, a native of
Washington State, has served as
Paralyzed Veterans’ senior vice
president since 2015. Zurfluh is a
U.S. Air Force veteran who
served his country in Operation
Desert Shield/Storm before being
injured in a motor vehicle accident in 1995 while on active duty
in Hachinohe, Japan. Following
one year of inpatient rehabilitation and two years of outpatient
care, he resumed life as an incomplete quadriplegic.
“I joined Paralyzed Veterans of
America the same year I was injured,” said Zurfluh. “As I lay in
my hospital bed after my injury,
lost, broken and wondering about
my future, Paralyzed Veterans
came to my aid, gave me hope
and showed me a path to succeed

in life. I can’t imagine any better
way to pay it forward than to lead
an organization that offers new
lives to injured veterans.”
Zurfluh has held several positions
in the Paralyzed Veterans Northwest Chapter in Washington since
2003, including legislative director, vice president, president and
as a member of the sports committee. He also serves on the Veterans Legislative Coalition in
Olympia, WA, and is the co-chair
of the West Slope Neighborhood
Coalition.

will continue to receive quality
health care in VA specialized services,” concluded Zurfluh.
The organization also elected a
new Executive Committee for
FY18 at the National Convention:
National Treasurer Tom Wheaton, National Secretary Larry
Dodson, first-term Senior Vice
President Ken Weas, Vice President Hack Albertson, Vice President Charles Brown (in absentia),
Vice President Joseph Fox, Sr. (in
absentia), and first-term Vice
President, Buckeye Chapter’s
very own Robert Thomas.

“With the increased scrutiny
of the VA by government
leaders and speculation about
Veterans Choice Care, we are
at a turning point in history
for veterans healthcare. I am
honored to have the opportunity to be the voice of Paralyzed Veterans’ members and
those who support our organization, as we take the
lead and ensure our members

Emergency Assistance Program

P

aralyzed Veterans of
America, Buckeye Chapter
has available an
Emergency Assistance Program.
This program helps members of
the Buckeye Chapter who may
find themselves in financial
distress causing possible eviction
from their homes, disconnection

of utilities or the inability to pay
for food.

year. This is a confidential
process.

Members must be in good
standing for a minimum of 90
days prior to qualifying for
consideration. Application for
help is limited to twice yearly or
up to a maximum of $500 per

Payments must be made directly
to the vendor. Please contact the
Chapter office for more details.
(800) 248-2548; (216) 731-1017.
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Government Relations Report
2017 Advocacy and
Legislative priorities for
the Capital Hill visit in
March
On March 8 and 9, Doug Beckley,
Government Relations Director,
Sharon Moster, Executive Director,
and Robert Thomas, Vice President
participated in the PVA Visit to

by Doug Beckley
Government Relations Director

Capital Hill in Washington D.C.
They presented the PVA Advocacy
and Legislative priorities to the
Ohio Congressional
Representatives and the Ohio
Senators.
See insert below for a summary of
those priorities.

House Passes American
Health Care Act
On May 4, 2017, the U. S. House
of Representatives passed H. R.
1628, the American Health Care
Act (AHCA), by a vote of 217 to
213. The bill would significantly
modify the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (ACA), also
known as Obamacare. Twenty
Republicans joined all of the
Democrats in the House in voting
against the measure. The bill is not
a complete repeal of the ACA, as
has been promised by Republicans
for seven years, but deals only with
those parts of the ACA with
budgetary implications in order for
the Senate to pass it with a simple
majority vote, a process none as
reconciliation.
The AHCA reduces funding for
subsidies provided under the ACA
to make health insurance coverage
purchased through the health
exchanges more affordable and tilts
the benefits of those subsidies
toward younger people. However,
it also creates tax credits that
would be available to people to
purchase health plans outside the
exchanges. The measure eliminates
a number of taxes, including those
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on health insurers, under the ACA
that were designed to pay for its
provisions. Instead of a mandate
that individuals carry health
insurance, H.R. 1628 would allow
insurers to charge those with
coverage gaps longer than 63 days
a one-year, 30 percent surcharge
on their insurance premiums. In
addition, the House bill cuts over
$800 billion from Medicaid over
ten years and, in 2020, would end
the ACA’s expansion of Medicaid
through which some 11 million
Americans have gained health care
coverage. The bill also eliminates
funding for several public health
programs aimed at preventing
bioterrorism and disease outbreaks.
The AHCA would make a number
of changes to the types of health
insurance plans that would be
available by changing the rules
governing protections for those
with pre-existing conditions and by
eliminating requirements that
health plans cover certain benefits.
States would be allowed to seek a
waiver from the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS)
so that insurers could charge
higher premiums to those with preexisting conditions. If HHS does
not respond to a state’s request
within 60 days, those changes
would automatically go into effect.
As part of a waiver application,
states would have to set up a high
risk insurance pool or design a
subsidy program of their own for
residents with pre-existing
conditions who might be priced out
of the insurance market as a result
of the waiver.
In a letter to the House, PVA
expressed concern about a number
of the provisions in H.R. 1628 that

PAGE 9

could have harmful effects on
veterans and people with
disabilities. Under the bill’s
changes to financing of Medicaid,
the federal government would no
longer share in the costs of
providing health care services and
community services beyond a
capped amount. This would
eliminate the enhanced federal
match for the Community First
Choice Option under Medicaid that
provides attendant care services in
the community. Thanks to this
program, many poor veterans with
serious non-service connected
disabilities have been able to move
from nursing homes into their
communities. Data from the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation shows
that the Medicaid expansion that
would be eliminated by the bill has
helped thousands of veterans and
their caregivers. By allowing states
to seek waivers that would permit
insurers to charge higher premiums
to people with pre-existing
conditions, people with disabilities
and expensive health conditions
could again be exposed to
significantly higher medical costs.
The waivers would also relieve
states of the ACA’s requirement
that certain essential health
benefits must be provided,
including crucial services for
people with disabilities such as
prescription drugs, rehabilitative
and habilitative services and
devices, preventative and wellness
services and chronic disease
management. In combination,
these changes would very likely
make it difficult for people with
pre-existing conditions to find
affordable plans that cover basic
health care services.
For veterans and PVA members in

particular, the AHCA continues
several problematic policies of the
ACA as well as troubling new
provisions that could affect the
ability of many veterans and their
family members to afford health
insurance in the private market.
Those provisions include:
Retains coverage of adults up to
age 26 on parents’ health policies
but continues to exclude
CHAMPVA beneficiaries—
dependents of the most
catastrophically disabled
veterans—from this benefit.
Fails to remove the prohibition
on enrollment into the VA health
care system for Priority Group 8
veterans, thus denying these
veterans access to a viable option
for health care.
Offers tax credits meant to make
health insurance affordable to
anyone except those eligible for a
host of other federal health
programs, including those
“eligible” for coverage under Title
38 health care programs. This
would prevent many veterans who
may be “eligible for” but not
enrolled in the VA health care
system from accessing these tax
credits intended to help people buy
insurance.
The Senate has begun to discuss
parameters of a health care reform
bill but is not expected to use H.R.
1628 as the basis for its efforts.
Over the coming months, PVA
plans to reach out to the Senate
committee leadership involved in
developing its legislation to ensure
that veterans and people with
disabilities are not disadvantaged
in the process.
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by Holly Koester

Sports Director Report

BPVA Sports Director

hat a great 6th annual
Buckeye Wheelchair
Games (BWG) we had
in May. We received a record
number of 87 registrations this
year. Our own Buckeye team was
63 strong.

W

weightlifting, slalom, and boccia.
The Buckeye team would like to
thank all our coaches from
Dayton, Cincinnati, Cleveland
and Chillicothe. Sharon Moster,
our Executive Director, and the
VA staff put on an outstanding
event.

And at our
closing
banquet we
had a
surprise visit
from
Olympic
gold medal
winner,
Ekaterini
Ekaterini Stefanidi
Stefanidi
who wanted to meet and
congratulate the wheelchair
athletes and veterans.

We’ll update
Congratulations to Rory Cooper
you soon on the standings of the
from Pittsburgh who was chosen
Buckeye PVA Billiards
as MVP for his athletic skills and
tournament that happened June 17
mentoring. Also, congratulations
-18.
to novice
Jennifer
Steele from
Dayton who
was chosen
for the Spirit
of the Games
award for her
support of
fellow
teammates
Participants in the 2017 Buckeye Billiards Tournament in Independence,
and athletes.

We want to welcome Nicole
Zillich, SCI Recreation Therapist,
as our new fearless leader. As she
put faces to names, she hurried
from one event to the next,
learning and ready to assist where
needed. Track had a new event
with the Run and Roll Relay. We
had 50 student volunteers and
spectators cheering in the stands
as they watched fellow
classmates run as part of a relay.
Each team was made up of two
wheelchair athletes and two
runners.
The novices got introduced to a
rigorous three days of
competition as laughter, cheering
and mentoring went on at
bowling, air rifle, swimming,

Look for photos of the Games on
pages 21 - 23 of this newsletter
and on our website at
www.buckeyepva.org.
Another new coach, Aubrey Lash
took a record number of Buckeye
Wheelchair athletes to the DAV
Winter Sports Clinic March 28
through April 6.
In addition to the athletic events,
Buckeye PVA hosted the
Cleveland Creative Arts and
Crafts show. Twenty-four
veterans displayed their talents in
painting, wood work and clay.
Many thanks to member, Josh

Maley and
his wife
Missy who
performed
on their
banjo and
guitar.

Good luck to the Buckeye team as
they compete in Cincinnati at the
National Veterans Wheelchair
Games in July!
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by Aaron Stevens

Access and Quality Tool

T

he Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) is
taking unprecedented
steps to increase
transparency. The VA has
launched a new Access and
Quality Tool that provides
Veterans with an easy-to-use,
easy-to-understand way of
accessing patient wait time and
quality of care data.
This tool not only provides
Veterans with more information
about VA services, it increases
accountability and ensures VA is
held to a higher standard.
“Veterans must have access to
information that is clear and
understandable to make informed
decisions about their health care,”
said Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Dr. David J. Shulkin. “No other
health-care system in the country
releases this type of information

on wait times. This allows
Veterans to see how VA is
performing.”
The tool allows Veterans to
access the average times patients
are waiting to be seen in their
local area; how Veterans describe
their experiences scheduling
primary- and specialty-care
appointments at specific VA
facilities; timeliness of
appointments for care needed
right away; and the quality of
health care delivered at VA
medical centers compared with
local private-sector hospitals.
The Access and Quality Tool is
the most transparent and easy to
understand wait time and quality
data website in the health-care
industry. “This tool is another
example of VA leading the way,”
said Acting Under Secretary for
Health Dr. Poonam Alaigh. “No

National Service Officer
one in the private sector publishes
data this way. This tool will instill
a spirit of competition and
encourage our medical facilities to
proactively address access and
quality issues while empowering
Veterans to make choices
according to what works best for
them and their families.”
VA will continue to make
improvements to this tool based
on the feedback it receives from
Veterans. The Access and Quality
Tool can be found
at www.accesstocare.va.gov .
Watch the video
at: www.blogs.va.gov/
VAntage/37002/vas-new-onlinetool-helps-veterans-makeinformed-health-care-decisions to
learn how the tool can be used.
[Source: VA News Release | April
12, 2017]

It’s Time to Clean & Help a
Worthwhile Cause!
The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Buckeye Chapter is committed to making life better for veterans
affected by spinal cord injury or disease. Through our efforts we have been able to make a positive
impact on the lives of veterans in our community.
Your financial support can help us make a significant difference in the lives of veterans. To show our
appreciation, with each $50.00 donation we will send you a package of high-quality trash bags.
Sizes available: 16, 33, 40, and 60 gallon.

* To make a donation, you may call, mail a check or use our online form. *
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Buckeye Chapter
26250 Euclid Ave, Suite 115, Euclid, Ohio 44132
Phone: (216) 731-1017 or (800) 248-2548
www.buckeyepva.org
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Mileage Reimbursement

P

aralyzed Veterans of
America Buckeye
Chapter Visitor Mileage
Reimbursement Program
Who is eligible to participate in
the program?
Must be a BPVA Member in
good standing for a minimum of
90 days to participate. The
Committee has the option to
make exceptions for extenuating
circumstances.
What is the acceptable time
period before the program
becomes available for use?
The BPVA Member must be
hospitalized for a minimum of
one week.

What is the acceptable distance
for mileage reimbursement?
The mileage reimbursement will
be given to visitors for travel to a
VA hospital in the State of Ohio
for the wellbeing of members
who are hospitalized. Beginning
and ending travel must be in the
State of Ohio.

member, name and address of the
visitor, the date of visitation and
the origin of the trip must be
submitted by the 20th of the
following month, with payment at
the end of month. Request for
reimbursement will only be valid
for one calendar month following
travel.

How much is the reimbursement?
Reimbursement will be at a rate
of .20 per mile. Mileage will be
determined via MapQuest based
on the submission of the visitor
of the beginning and ending
address. Chapter will reimburse
up to 2 trips per month with a
$2,000 cap per year.
Reimbursement request
containing the name of the

How will reimbursement be paid?
Reimbursements will be via
check.
What locations are included in the
program?
Reimbursement will be for Ohio
VA hospitals only.
For more information contact the
Chapter Office at 800-248-2548.
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Member Birthdays
Herbert
Darrel
Donald
Clifford
Chauncey
Curtis
Christopher
Sherman
Michael
Jean
Kenneth
Amy
Brent
George
Richard
William
Leo
Michael
Annette`
Eric
Joseph
Brandon
Eric
Robb
Mark
Marvin
James
Roger
Albert
Jeffrey
Richard
Terrance
Richard
Christina
Anthony
Joshua
Gerald
David
Cory
Bernard
Dennis
Teresa

McKinley
McCauley
Walters
Medred
Downs
Pender
Wynn
Hartley
Weinman
Reynolds
McDowell
Riter
Persinger
Iwaniok
Bell
Nester
Kelly
Phillips
Harris
Bellamy
Gibson
Starkey
Boydston
Goe
Brozak
Dryer
Kranak
Linder
Johnson
Thomas
Sesso
Tyna
Schlegel
McKellop
Harris
Davis
Christen
Clark
Anderson
Wegford
Goens
Cahill

4/1
4/1
4/1
4/2
4/2
4/3
4/3
4/3
4/6
4/7
4/7
4/7
4/8
4/9
4/9
4/10
4/10
4/12
4/12
4/13
4/15
4/15
4/16
4/16
4/16
4/17
4/18
4/19
4/19
4/19
4/20
4/21
4/21
4/21
4/23
4/25
4/26
4/26
4/26
4/27
4/27
5/1

David
Michael
Larry
Stephen
Angela
Richard
Jacqueline
Charles
John
David
Jared
Jerome
Michael
Marc
George
Robert
Diego
Douglas
Thomas
Jacob
David
John
Dean
Phillip
Timothy
John
Willie
Fred
Lee
Paul
Thurman
Willie
Mark
Mark
Scott
Marie Ann
Roy
David
Geary
James
Curtis
Kevin

Jacobsen
Dexter
Engle
Hammarlund
McBride
Whoolery
Tyler
Schretzman
Schmoll
Hudson
McClung
Perry
Wood
Boyes
Pasipanki
Bernlandt
Lugo
Mcpherson
Durbin
Bernecker
Lowe
Suru
Byers
Osborn
Herubin
Wright
Shepard
Layfield
Roberts
Lanier
Trowbridge
Gray
Hasson
Dunford
Law
Bohusch
Neal
Soeder
Burke
Hard
Fatyol
Sullivan

5/1
5/1
5/1
5/2
5/2
5/2
5/5
5/5
5/6
5/7
5/7
5/8
5/8
5/9
5/10
5/10
5/12
5/12
5/12
5/12
5/15
5/15
5/15
5/16
5/19
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/21
5/22
5/22
5/22
5/23
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/26
5/26
5/27
5/28

Andrew
John
Ronald
Robert
Clyde
Sean
Joseph
Brett
James
Leonard
John
Michael
Darryl
Steven
John
Richard
Khadijah
David
Dawoud
Rodney
Richard
Thomas
Kenneth
Terrence
Houston
Philip
Jennifer
John
Christopher
Jerry
Franklin
Jerry
Eric
Robert
Kimberly
Curt
Carl
John (Jack)
Don

Adams
Rothermel
Kohus
Love
Triplett
Ferry
Guffy
Clingan
Ford
Lemmo
Trimbath
Stikeleather
Eppinger
Lake
Streets
Ackerman
Hakeem
Miller
Muhammad
Hissong
Utley
Patterson
Yoakum
Menefee
Safford
Sulak
Steele
Miller
Connelly
Corn
Jordan
Bortner
Hall
Damron
Byers
Lucas
Griggs
Richards
Crago

5/29
5/31
5/31
6/3
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National Director’s Report

T

he PVA’s 71st Annual
Convention held May 16 20 in Oxon Hill, National
Harbor, Maryland is where 32
National Directors came together
to discuss policies and
procedures, resolutions and next
years FY 2018 budget. The
directors are here to accomplish
what is best for Paralyzed
Veterans of America. Buckeye
Chapter attendees were Robert
Thomas, Vice President, Sharon
Moster, Executive Director and
myself, National Director.
The keynote speaker for the
Convention was Dr. David J.
Shulkin, Secretary of Veterans

Affairs. He gave his outlook for
the future of VA and answered
few questions from the national
directors.
Reports were given from the
Executive Committee and
National Staff with questions
from the board of directors being
answered on their reports. Sixteen
resolutions were submitted for the
Board of Directors to discuss and
vote on.

The following are the
resolutions results:
17-M-1 Establishing Services to
Members at Large - Passed
17-M-2(S) Revocation of the
Speedy Award - Failed
17-M-3 Remove ACED &
ACGRD from
Administrative Guide Passed
17-M-4 Temporary Prohibition
Against Former National
Organization Employees
From Serving in a National
Leadership Position - Passed
17-M-5 Bob Webb Excellence in
Newsletter Criteria - Passed
17-M-6 Increasing Approved
Attendant Rate - Passed
17-M-7 Changes to the Awards
Section of the PVA
Administrative Guide Passed
17-M-8 PVA Equity Investment
Policy - Failed
17-M-9 Clarify Oversight of
Incentive Savings Plan Passed
17-M-10 Statement Regarding
Chapter Employees - Passed
17-M-11 Chapter Election
Policies and Procedures –
Referred to Committee
17-M-12 Add a Requirement of
Management Letter to the
Chapter Audits - Passed
17-M-13 Extending
Implementation of
Minimum Chapter Program
Expense
Ratio Requirement - Passed
17-M-14 PVA Chapter
Administrative Manual
Revisions with Staff
Changes - Passed

by Carl Harris
National Director
17-M-15 Phase Out
Telemarketing - Passed
17-M-16 VA Prosthetics
Denying Reimbursement for
some Automobile
Adaptive Equipment Passed

Directors reviewed the proposed
draft National FY-18 budget. A
few amendments were made and
the board of directors approved
the amended balanced FY-18
budget. The FY-18 budget begins
July 1, 2017 and ends June 30,
2018.
Final business was the election of
the national officers for the 20172018 year. Elected as National
President, David Zufluh; Senior
Vice President, Ken Weas;
National Vice Presidents
reelected; Charles Brown, Joe
Fox, Hack Albertson and newly
elected Robert Thomas;
Treasurer, Tom Wheaton and
Secretary, Larry Dodson.
If you have any questions please
contact me at
carlh@buckeyepva.org.
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Paralyzed Veterans Awareness Month

A

pril marked Paralyzed
Veterans Awareness
Month. Throughout the
month of April, the Buckeye
Chapter went out in the
community to educate and make
the public aware of the unique
challenges veterans with spinal
cord injury or disease (SCI/D)
face, and how people can get
involved and help.
It spotlights the work of
Paralyzed Veterans of America to
empower seriously wounded
heroes and their families with
everything they need to thrive.

Mobile App for the 37th National
Veterans Wheelchair Games

T

he National Veterans
Wheelchair Games mobile
app is available now for
downloading to your Android or
Apple device. As well as
accessed online. The app is your
go to resource for any
information you need during the
National Veterans Wheelchair
Games. It offers information
about events, transportation, and
assistance. It also offers real-time

schedule updates, event team
assignments/brackets, maps for
events, and an interactive Expo
floor plan for locating
exhibitors/sponsors.
Apple:
http://apple.co/2sw3T3n
Google Play Store:
http://bit.ly/2swd6s8

B UC KE YE B AN NE R

PAGE 2 1

6th Annual Buckeye Games - continued on page 22

View more photos on our website: www.buckeyepva.org
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Help Us Serve America’s Veterans
Health Care, Benefits, Advocacy, Sports,
Recreation, Education are just a few of the
programs your tax-deductible contributions
help support.
For more information, call (800) 248-2548
or visit www.buckeyepva.org
Don’t forget to “LIKE”
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Buckeye Chapter on Facebook

