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P 
aralyzed Veterans of America 

(Paralyzed Veterans) is very 

pleased with the results of a 

negotiated rulemaking by the Advisory 

Committee on Accessible Air 

Transportation (ACCESS Advisory 

Committee), which includes 

representatives from Paralyzed 

Veterans, in particular the Committee 

consensus regarding accessible 

lavatories on single-aisle aircraft. 

 

"This proposed change is long overdue 

but we are nonetheless pleased that 

individuals with disabilities will 

finally have access to lavatories on 

more flights," said Sherman Gillums, 

Jr., executive director of Paralyzed 

Veterans of America. "This is a big 

win for our veteran members and all 

people with disabilities who are often 

limited in air travel options because of 

the lack of accessible lavatories." 

 

Earlier this year the Department of 

Transportation (DOT) established the 

ACCESS Advisory Committee to 

conduct a negotiated rulemaking on 

three issues: whether to require 

accessible inflight entertainment and 

strengthen accessibility requirements 

for other in-flight communications; 

whether to require an accessible 

lavatory on new single- aisle aircraft 

over a certain size; and whether to 

amend the definition of "service 

animals" that may accompany 

passengers with a disability on a flight. 

The 25 member committee was 

charged with negotiating in good faith 

to reach consensus on these three 

issues. 

 

Paralyzed Veterans played a leading 

role in the working groups tasked with 

negotiating access to lavatories on 

single-aisle aircraft and the definition 

of "service animals." The ACCESS 

Advisory Committee reached 

consensus on accessible lavatories on 

single-aisle aircraft in October and 

access to inflight entertainment in 

November. The Committee voted to 

end negotiations on service animals 

due to an impasse. 

 

"We are encouraged by the agreements 

on access to lavatories on the majority 

of single-aisle aircraft, and on inflight 

entertainment," said Lee Page, senior 

associate advocacy director for  

Paralyzed Veterans of America. "We 

are committed to working with air 

carriers, manufacturers and other 

stakeholders to increase access for 

people with disabilities in air travel as 

we await DOT’s proposed rule in 

2017." 

 

In January, Paralyzed Veterans 

launched a website in honor of the 

30th anniversary of the ACAA, where 

individuals with disabilities can share 

their air travel experiences, both 

positive and negative. The website can 

found at www.airaccess30.org. 

Historic Agreement Reached 
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April is Paralyzed Veterans of 

America Awareness Month 

(PAM). Throughout the month of 

April, the Buckeye Chapter will 

have representatives at many 

locations with displays and 

pamphlets to educate the public 

about PVA’s mission of service to 

its members as well as the 

disabled community. Take time 

and get involved, we can always 

use volunteers to pass on our 

mission. Please call the chapter 

office at (800) 248-2548 to sign 

up for a location and time. 

As many of you know the BPVA 

chapter along with SPIRE 

Institute is hosting our 6th 

Annual Buckeye Wheelchair 

Games (BWG) this year on April 

28 - 29. All the events will be 

under one roof except for the 

bowling venue. Watch your mail 

in the coming weeks. If you 

would like to participate and have 

not received a registration form 

by February 1, 2017, check the 

chapter’s website for the BWG 

form or call the chapter office to 

have one sent to you. If you are 

not participating, you are 

welcome to come out to SPIRE 

and see what the games are all 

about and cheer the athletes on. 

SPIRE Institute is in Geneva, 

Ohio at the intersection of I-90 & 

Rt 534, 45 minutes east of 

Cleveland. Check out the facility 

on their website: 

www.spireinstitute.org 

Let's get 

ready for the 

National 

Veterans 

Wheelchair 

Games held 

July 17–22, 

2017 in 

Cincinnati, 

Ohio. Since 

the Buckeye Chapter represents 

the state of Ohio, making us the 

host chapter, we highly support 

the city of Cincinnati, the local 

Cincinnati VAMC and their 

partners as Cincinnati hosts the 

2017 games. See you in Cincy! 

Let's make this one of the best of 

the best NVWGs. 

Lastly, I’d like to thank the staff, 

officers, directors and all our 

members who stepped up to help 

support the chapter throughout this 

past year. I have full confidence 

that this will continue through 

2017. Your officers and directors 

look forward to continue their 

service to the BPVA chapter and its 

members. 

 

If you have any thoughts or ideas, 

big or small that may help improve 

the productivity of the chapter, 

please don’t hesitate to share them 

with one of the officers or 

directors. Contact the chapter 

office, stop by the VA chapter 

office on the 6th floor, or email me 

at carlh@buckeyepva.org. 

 

Wishing a wonderful and healthy 

new year to everyone! 

H 
appy New Year 2017!  It 

seems this came upon us 

with the blink of an eye.  

How time flies!  Hope you had an 

enjoyable Holiday Season. 

Now it is time to look forward to 

some events, issues, and 

challenges that will be 

encountered in 2017.  The most 

imposing challenge we are always 

looking at is the funding needed to 

carry out the chapter programs for 

our members at the level of past 

years. Grants are becoming more 

scarce as well as being more 

difficult to qualify for. So, I am 

asking members to consider being 

involved in events whether by 

attending, selling raffle tickets, 

volunteering, or donations to the 

chapter’s upcoming events. 

April 1st is the tentative date for our 

chapter’s annual “Great Food, 

Great Cause” fundraiser held at the 

Parma Tavern, 5680 Broadview Rd 

in Parma, Ohio from 6:30 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m. This is an all-you-can-eat 

pizza, pasta, wings, and salad 

buffet. All BPVA members will 

receive a letter from the chapter in 

January or February with five raffle 

tickets enclosed. We are asking for 

your help to either sell or buy these 

tickets. This is a small way to help 

your chapter raise funds to support 

our member programs. If you are 

able to sell more than the five 

tickets, please contact the chapter 

office and staff will be glad to 

assist you and answer any 

questions. 
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by Carl Harris 

BPVA President 
President’s Report 
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by Sharon Moster 

BPVA Executive Director 

A 
s 2016 ends and 2017 

begins with new hope, I 

want to wish each and 

every one of you and your 

families a Happy, Healthy New 

Year. 

 

As always we will be here to 

answer your questions and 

concerns by phone at the office  

(800) 248- 2548 or  

email me anytime at: 

sharonm@buckeyepva.org.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

 

During 2017, I hope to see more 

of you participate in our many 

projects. We are looking for our 

 

members to become more 

involved so we can expand our 

services. 

 

Again, Happy New Year! 

 

Sharon 

Executive Director’s Message 
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33rd Annual Governor’s Buckeye PVA Cup 
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D 
uring this general 

assembly, the 

legislature worked to 

codify in law the authority of 

counties to provide veterans a 

standard identification card. The 

legislative effort was completed 

with the passage of House Bill 173 

(Anielski, M., Terhar, L.) in late 

May of 2016. The act  

became effective on September 8. 

 

For many years, county recorders 

have been recording veteran's 

military discharge papers, 

commonly referred to as form DD

-214. This document is important 

for a veteran to have in order to 

obtain veteran benefits. This 

practice over the years, led to 

some recorders to make a 

miniature version of this  

document, and eventually wallet 

sized identification card. A 

similar practice of providing an 

ID card was also being done by 

some county veteran service 

offices. 

 

House  Bill 173: 

Allows County Recorders and/or 

Veteran Service Offices to issue 

standardized ID cards 

o   Board of County 

Commissioners must pass a 

resolution to enable either 

entity to issue cards 

o   Offices currently issuing 

cards must use the newly 

established standardized ID 

cards 

• Caps the fee charged to a 

veteran for the ID Card to $2.00 

o   Board of County 

Commissioners must 

determine the fee charged, if 

any; 

o   Any funds collected 

must be deposited into the 

County's General Revenue 

Fund 

• Requires the County 

Recorder to work with the 

Veteran Service Office to verify 

applicants were not 

dishonorably discharged 

•  Requires the County 

Commissioners Association of 

Ohio, Ohio Recorders 

Association and the County 

Veteran Service Officers to form 

a material and design standards 

committee to develop a standard 

statewide ID card 

 

 

Veteran ID Material and 

Design Standards Committee: 

 

In July, the three associations 

formed the material and design 

standards committee. Three 

people from each association 

were used to form the committee. 

CCAO's members are Jackson 

County Commissioner Paul 

Haller, Pickaway County 

Commissioner Brian Steward, 

and CCAO Policy Analysis Brian 

by Doug Beckley 

Government Relations Director 
Government Relations Report 

Brian Mead, Commissioner Stewart & Commissioner Haller display a 

sample of the new Veteran ID Card.  
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Mead. 

On Monday, the work of the 

committee was finalized and with 

the help of legislative sponsors 

Rep. Marlene Anielski (R-

Walton Hills) and Rep. Louis 

Terhar (R-Cincinnati) the new 

standardized identification cards 

were unveiled at a statehouse 

news conference. Rep. Terhar 

said the work between veterans' 

groups, counties and legislators 

was successful in providing a 

valuable resource to veterans.  

"This is an example of how 

government's supposed to work," 

he said. 

A special thanks goes to 

Commissioners Stewart and 

Haller for their hard work on the 

material and design committee.  

For additional information on 

veteran ID cards and other 

veteran issues please contact 

CCAO staffer Brian Mead at 

bmead@ccao.org or (614) 220-

7982. 

 

 

Mahoning County 

Commissioners adopt 

resolution seeking relief from 

projected Medicaid MCO sales 

tax losses 

 

The Mahoning County 

Commissioners adopted a 

resolution asking the Ohio 

General Assembly to stop the 

potential loss of sales tax revenue 

associated with the Medicaid 

managed care organization sales 

tax, according to a published 

article appearing in the 

Youngstown Vindicator. 

 

The US Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services (CMS) has 

informed the state that the 

Medicaid managed care 

organization (MCO) sales tax 

must be discontinued at the end 

of the current legislative cycle or 

budget session, which has been 

interpreted by the state as the end 

of the biennial budget period or 

July 1, 2016. 

 

Mahoning County is projected to 

lose approximately $3.7 million 

in sales tax revenue or 9.5 

percent of total sales tax 

collections for the county in 

Calendar Year 2015. The 

Youngstown based Western 

Reserve Transit Authority stands 

to lose an additional $823,000 in 

sales tax collections representing 

9.6 percent of their collections in 

2015. It was reported that 

Columbiana and Trumbull 

counties would experience 

significant sales tax losses as 

well.  

 

Given the substantial negative 

impact that elimination of the 

Medicaid MCO sales tax has on 

the state general revenue fund 

budget, roughly $1.1 billion over 

the SFY 18 – 19 biennium, and 

an additional $2.159 billion over 

the biennium in state matching 

dollars and federal Medicaid 

dollars, it is anticipated that the 

executive budget to be 

introduced early in 2017 will 

include a proposal to address 

these significant revenue losses. 

The loss of the Medicaid MCO 

sales tax to counties and transit 

authorities that levy a sales tax 

amounts to approximately $400 

million over the biennium.  

 

For additional information 

regarding the Medicaid MCO 

sales tax, please contact Brad 

Cole at bcole@ccao.org or Kate 

Neithammer at 

kneithammer@ccao.org.  
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B 
uckeye PVA hosted the 33rd 

Annual Buckeye PVA 

Governor’s Cup Basketball 

Tournament on November 5 & 6 at 

the Cleo Dumaree Athletic Complex 

in Columbus, Ohio. We had eight 

teams representing two divisions. In 

Division 2 were the Detroit 

Diehards, Miami Valley Raptors, 

Cleveland Cavs and Turnstone 

Bandits. In Division 3 were the 

Nashville Hotwheels, Pittsburgh 

SteelWheelers, Columbus Buckeye 

Wheelers and LWRSA Hawks. It 

was a good two days of basketball 

with teams from five states 

participating. We want to thank all 

the teams for participating and 

especially the veterans that play for 

those teams.  

The 37th National Veteran 

Wheelchair Games will be held in 

Cincinnati, Ohio July 17-22, 

2017.  Scott Law and Sharon Moster 

have been attending meetings to help 

prepare and coordinate all the many 

details. Registration will be different 

than in the past. If you participated 

in the past you should have received 

an email telling you to register 

online. Before you register, you will 

need to have your physical exam 

completed. Any member of the 

Buckeye wheelchair team needs to 

provide hard copies of the  

registration forms in addition to 

registering online. Please remember 

to do both. Coaches will have a 

teleconference instructional meeting 

soon. Because the Buckeye Team is 

funded by the Ohio VA and Buckeye 

PVA, we will need to have a copy of 

your doctor’s release, your event 

listing, who will accompany you, if 

you need travel or will drive on your 

own, t-shirt size, sizes of shirts for 

anyone traveling with you, and 

contact information. Buckeye PVA 

hopes to have a BIG team this year 

to represent Ohio. It's also a great 

opportunity to come see the games if 

you have never participated. We will 

be looking for volunteers. Sign-ups 

will start soon. Encourage others to 

participate and to volunteer. It will 

change life as they see it. 

The Buckeye Wheelchair Games 

are April 28-29, 2017 at SPIRE 

Institute in Geneva, Ohio. 

Registration packets will be 

available after the first of the year. It 

is required that in order to receive 

funding for the National Veteran 

Wheelchair Games, you need to 

attend these. It is a great opportunity 

to meet the team and coaches, but 

also to practice 

and get ready for a 

great season. Hope 

to see you there!   

We have 22 

veterans on the 

Buckeye 

Wheelchair Ski 

Team going to the 

National Disabled 

Veterans Winter 

Sports Clinic in 

Snowmass 

Village, Colorado 

in March. This 

team is made up 

of veterans (SCI, 

blind, and PM&R) 

from Cleveland 

and Cincinnati. 

We hope they 

have a great time 

and take lots of 

pictures. The 

National Disabled 

Veterans Winter 

Sports Clinic is a 

world-leader 

in adaptive 

winter sports 

instruction for 

U.S. military 

Veterans and 

active duty 

servicemen 

and women 

with 

disabilities. To learn more about the 

clinic, visit their website: 

www.wintersportsclinic.org. 

 

We look forward to an exciting and 

fun 2017. 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!   

by Holly Koester 

BPVA Sports Director 
Sports Director Report 
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F 
inancial assistance is 

available to purchase a 

new or used automobile to 

accommodate a veteran with 

certain disabilities that resulted 

from an injury or disease incurred 

or aggravated during active 

military service. The grant may 

also be paid if disabilities are a 

result of medical treatment, 

examination, vocational 

rehabilitation, or compensated 

work therapy provided by the 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

(VA).  

The original intent of the VA 

Auto Grant Program, which was 

established in 1946, was to cover 

the full cost of a vehicle, then 

about $1,600.  The auto 

allowance has also been indexed, 

which means that the amount of 

the grant will adjust for inflation 

each year. 

The Veterans Administration will 

provide a one-time payment of no 

more than $20,235.20 toward the 

purchase of a new or used 

automobile. The grant is paid 

directly to the seller for the total 

price of the automobile.  You 

must have approval from the VA 

before purchasing the vehicle. 

 

In order to qualify for this 

benefit, you must have one of 

the following disabilities as a 

result of injury or disease 

incurred or aggravated 

during active service: 

  Severe burn injuries 

 Amyotrophic Lateral 

Sclerosis (ALS) 

 loss, or permanent loss of 

use, of one or both feet 

 loss, or permanent loss of 

use, of one or both hands, 

or 

 permanent impairment of 

vision in both eyes with a  

 - central visual acuity of 

 20/200 or less in the better 

 eye with corrective 

 glasses, or 

 - central visual acuity of 

 more than 20/200 if there 

 is a field defect in which 

 the peripheral field has 

 contracted to such an 

 extent that the widest 

 diameter of visual field 

 has an angular distance no 

 greater than 20 degrees in 

 the better eye. 

 

You can apply for the 

automobile and/or the special 

adaptive equipment grant by 

completing VA Form 21-

4502, Application for 

Automobile or Other 

Conveyance and Adaptive 

Equipment, and submitting it 

to your local VA regional 

office.  If you qualify and it 

has been granted by your 

local VA Regional Office, 

you will receive a certificate 

representing the grant 

amount from the VA to take 

with you for your purchase. 

Additionally, the VA will pay for 

adaptive equipment, or for repair, 

replacement, and reinstallation of 

automobile equipment required 

because of disability. A veteran 

who qualifies for the automobile 

allowance also qualifies for 

adaptive equipment.  Payments 

for adaptive equipment may be 

made multiple times during the 

Veteran's life, but will not exceed 

two vehicles in a four-year period. 

 

The term adaptive equipment 

includes, but is not limited to: 

 

 power steering 

 power brakes 

 power window lifts 

 power seats, and 

- special equipment necessary   

to assist the eligible person 

into and out of the automobile 

or other conveyance. 

 

A formal claim on a VA Form 10-

1394, Application for Adaptive 

Equipment – Motor Vehicle, is 

required if the Veteran is applying 

for adaptive equipment only. 

 

If you have any questions 

regarding eligibility, need 

assistance in filing for the grant, 

or you would like to personally 

speak with someone about this 

program, please feel free to 

contact your local PVA National 

Service Officer. 

by Aaron Stevens 

Automobile & Adaptive  

Equipment Program 
National Service Officer 
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P 
aralyzed Veterans of 

America Buckeye 

Chapter Visitor Mileage 

Reimbursement Program 

 

Who is eligible to participate in 

the program? 

Must be a BPVA Member in 

good standing for a minimum of 

90 days to participate.  The 

Committee has the option to 

make exceptions for extenuating 

circumstances. 

 

What is the acceptable time 

period before the program 

becomes available for use? 

The BPVA Member must be 

hospitalized for a minimum of 

one week. 

What is the acceptable distance 

for mileage reimbursement? 

The mileage reimbursement will 

be given to visitors for travel to a 

VA hospital in the State of Ohio 

for the wellbeing of members 

who are hospitalized.  Beginning 

and ending travel must be in the 

State of Ohio. 

 

How much is the reimbursement? 

Reimbursement will be at a rate 

of .20 per mile.  Mileage will be 

determined via MapQuest based 

on the submission of the visitor 

of the beginning and ending 

address. Chapter will reimburse 

up to 2 trips per month with a 

$2,000 cap per year. 

Reimbursement request 

containing the name of the 

Mileage Reimbursement 

member, name and address of the 

visitor, the date of visitation and 

the origin of the trip must be 

submitted by the 20th of the 

following month, with payment at 

the end of month. Request for 

reimbursement will only be valid 

for one calendar month following 

travel. 

 

How will reimbursement be paid? 

Reimbursements will be via 

check. 

 

What locations are included in the 

program? 

Reimbursement will be for Ohio 

VA hospitals only. 

 

For more information contact the 

Chapter Office at 800-248-2548. 

P 
aralyzed Veterans of America 

(Paralyzed Veterans) applauds 

the passage of H.R. 3471, the 

Veterans Mobility Safety Act, which 

has been a top legislative priority for 

the organization. The bill will direct 

the Department of Veterans Affairs 

(VA) to develop a comprehensive 

policy regarding quality standards for 

providers who dispense modification 

services to veterans under the Auto-

mobile Adaptive Equipment Pro-

gram. The bill also authorizes VA to 

hire and prescribe qualifications for 

hiring hearing aid specialists. H.R. 

3471 now goes to the President for 

signature. 

"Paralyzed Veterans of America is 

very pleased that quality standards 

for adaptive automobile equipment 

providers will finally be set, helping 

to ensure the safety of veterans who 

use these services provided through 

the VA," said Sherman Gillums, Jr., 

executive director of Paralyzed Vet-

erans. 

Several other veterans-related bills 

were passed by the House yesterday, 

and now go to the Senate for consid-

eration. These include H.R. 3286, 

the Honoring Investments in Re-

cruiting and Employing American 

Military Veterans Act of 2016, re-

quiring the Department of Labor to 

better recognize employers’ efforts 

to recruit and retain veteran employ-

ees and provide community and 

charitable services to the veteran 

community; H.R. 5600, as amended, 

the No Hero Left Untreated Act, re-

quiring the VA to carry out a one-

year pilot program to treat veterans 

with PTSD, TBI, chronic pain, and 

opioid addiction or who have experi-

enced military sexual trauma with 

magnetic EEG/EKG-guided reso-

nance therapy, which uses stimula-

tion to help restore proper function-

ing in the brain; and H.R. 4757, as 

amended, requiring VA to supply a 

headstone, marker or medallion for 

Medal of Honor recipients buried at 

private cemeteries. 

"We are pleased to see veterans’ 

issues being made a top priority by 

our legislators and look forward to 

continuing our efforts in 2017 to 

make sure that all veterans are pro-

vided with the resources they need 

to continue with fulfilling lives after 

military service," added Gillums. 

Big Win: Passage of Veterans Mobility Safety Act 
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Member Birthdays 

Thomas Arnold 1/1 

Larry Backulich 1/4 

Terrence Greatorex 1/4 

James Hodge 1/5 

James Kelley 1/5 

Howard Gemperline 1/7 

Lucy Works 1/8 

David Nau 1/9 

Gary Waldfogel 1/9 

Wayne Blount 1/10 

Robert Wallace 1/11 

Mark Mix 1/11 

Harry Forrester 1/13 

Donald Young 1/13 

Benjamin Gochett 1/13 

Douglas Beckley 1/13 

Dale Spiller 1/14 

Theodore Keener 1/18 

Daniel Ohar 1/18 

Dale Moore 1/18 

Robert Klinginsmith 1/18 

Richard Olsen 1/18 

Clarence Black 1/19 

David  Bailey 1/19 

Ernest Conn 1/20 

Loren Collins 1/20 

Mark Riddle 1/20 

AI Patrick 1/21 

Phiel Farris 1/21 

Kenneth Rice 1/21 

Carl Pierson 1/21 

Jeremy  Garber 1/23 

Wilson Hetrick 1/24 

Joseph Gavigan 1/24 

Richard Will 1/25 

Gary Fluharty 1/25 

Eric Hill 1/25 

Micheal Lipps 1/26 

Richard Fiacco 1/28 

Bill Ware 1/28 

Martin Molina 1/28 

Timothy Jackson 1/28 

Charles Smith  1/29 

Henry Johnson 1/29 

Isaac Young 1/30 

Bill Kerns 1/30 

Jeffrey Hamilton 1/30 

George Hohlakis 1/31 

Robert Gray 1/31 

Paul Turner 2/2 

Thomas Paumier 2/4 

Douglas Howell 2/5 

James Philson 2/6 

Mark Burwinkel 2/6 

Andrew Diak 2/6 

Ronald Wood 2/7 

Artie Sias 2/8 

Carl Vinson 2/10 

Dale Raffner 2/10 

Roger Tackett 2/10 

Terry Denlinger 2/11 

Steven Thacker 2/11 

Harlin Boggs 2/12 

Kelly Knox 2/12 

Jared McCoppin 2/12 

Robert Fown 2/14 

Tyrone Wilson 2/14 

John Hollins 2/15 

Fred Motzko 2/15 

Dale McNamara 2/15 

Kevin Palmer 2/15 

Celeste Phelps 2/17 

Chris Rennegarbe 2/19 

Margaret Morefield 2/19 

Rogelio Trevino 2/21 

Ralph Roberts 2/21 

Roger Jackson 2/21 

Thomas Wilson 2/22 

Samuel Hannah 2/23 

John Van Brakle 2/23 

Timothy Logan 2/24 

Allen Barber 2/25 

Carl Harris 2/25 

Ronald Scarberry 2/26 

Mike Patterson 2/26 

Thomas Fyffe 2/27 

Mark Murray 2/27 

Samuel Pitts 2/28 

William Edwards 2/28 

Larry Pigg 2/29 

Anthony Darst 3/1 

John Brooks 3/1 

George Hooper 3/2 

Scott Currie 3/2 

Aletha McBryde 3/2 

James Dunbar 3/4 

Kevin Clark 3/5 

Grady Martin 3/6 

Michael Menhart 3/6 

Jeffrey Fisher 3/6 

Frank Helenberger 3/3 

Alo Konsen 3/10 

Edward Marshall 3/11 

William Menefield 3/11 

Bernard Pugh 3/12 

Terry Mahring 3/15 

David Conner 3/16 

Robert Brown 3/16 

Jerome Casey 3/16 

Michael Shaw 3/16 

Ralph Wischer 3/18 

Jack Collins 3/19 

Robert Hoffee 3/19 

Randal Walker 3/20 

Michael Stutler 3/20 

Karla McKinney 3/20 

Christopher Powers 3/20 

Thomas Cronin 3/21 

Daniel Bush 3/22 

Gary Sexton 3/23 

Jerome Lee 3/24 

Bernard Smith 3/24 

Richard Hillard 3/24 

Richard Gorski 3/25 

William Kochevar 3/26 

Dwayne Ezell 3/26 

Patrick Griffis 3/27 

Charles Browne 3/28 

Michael Zatchok 3/28 

Harold Wheeler 3/30 

Michael Murphy 3/31 
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PVA Applauds VA for Granting Full Practice 
Authority to Advance Practice Registered 

P 
aralyzed Veterans of 

America (Paralyzed Veter-

ans) today expressed its 

support of the Department of Vet-

erans Affairs (VA) decision to 

grant full practice authority to 

three roles of its advanced prac-

tice registered nurses (APRN): 

Certified Nurse Practitioners, 

Clinical Nurse Specialists, and 

Certified Nurse Midwives. 

  

"This decision is a significant 

step forward in providing clini-

cian support for a burdened VA, 

and validates the important role 

of nurses in the VA system of 

care," said Associate Executive 

Director of Medical Services 

Lana McKenzie. McKenzie, a 

registered nurse who practiced in 

the VA healthcare system for ten 

years before joining Paralyzed 

Veterans, is the organization’s 

lead advocate for nurses and cli-

nicians within VA Spinal Cord 

Injury and disease (SCI/D) units. 

"By amending the regulations to 

permit APRNs to practice, more 

clinicians are available to focus 

on providing quality care to our 

veterans in a more efficient envi-

ronment. As we support VA cli-

nicians, we will see less turnover, 

burnout and low morale among 

VA nurses, who are continuously 

trying to fill in these gaps. This 

will hopefully bring relief to ap-

pointment bottlenecks, which 

cause longer wait times." 

 

In September, Paralyzed Veter-

ans brought the burden on nurses 

to the forefront by penning an 

op-ed which was published by 

the DC-based Congressional 

news publication, The Hill. The 

piece urged Congress to increase 

VA funding to hire 1000 more 

nurses in SCI/D centers as a criti-

cal element to increasing access 

to care for catastrophically in-

jured veterans, stating "Congress 

must fund the 1000-additional-

nurses requirement so that para-

lyzed veterans who have no pri-

vate sector alternative get full and 

timely access to adequate VA 

specialized services they need to 

live and stay healthy." 

 

With a workforce of approxi-

mately 93,500 nurses (July 2016 

data), VA is the nation’s largest 

employer of nurses. Within its 

nursing corps, there are approxi-

mately 5,769 APRNs who will 

now be able to fully provide care 

to veteran patients. "Today’s an-

nouncement allows APRNs to 

practice to the full extent of their 

education, training, and certifica-

tion and, most importantly, it is 

aimed at making more efficient 

use of VA staff capabilities so 

there are more clinicians to serve 

veteran patients. Paralyzed Veter-

ans members are those patients, 

so we commend VA for this 

movement," concluded 

McKenzie. 

* To make a donation, you may call, mail a check or use our online form. * 

Paralyzed Veterans of America, Buckeye Chapter 

26250 Euclid Ave, Suite 115, Euclid, Ohio 44132 

Phone: (216) 731-1017 or (800) 248-2548 

www.buckeyepva.org 

It’s Time to Clean & Help a 

Worthwhile Cause! 
The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Buckeye Chapter is committed to making life better for veterans 

affected by spinal cord injury or disease. Through our efforts we have been able to make a positive  

impact on the lives of veterans in our community. 

Your financial support can help us make a significant difference in the lives of veterans. To show our 

appreciation, with each $50.00 donation we will send you a package of high-quality trash bags.  

Sizes available: 16, 33, 40, and 60 gallon.  
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year.  This is a confidential 

process. 

Payments must be made directly 

to the vendor.  Please contact the 

Chapter office for more details. 

(800) 248-2548; (216) 731-1017. 

P 
aralyzed Veterans of 

America, Buckeye Chapter 

has available an 

Emergency Assistance Program.  

This program helps members of 

the Buckeye Chapter who may 

find themselves in financial 

distress causing possible eviction 

from their homes, disconnection 

of utilities or the inability to pay 

for food. 

Members must be in good 

standing for a minimum of 90 

days prior to qualifying for 

consideration.  Application for 

help is limited to twice yearly or 

up to a maximum of $500 per 

Emergency Assistance Program 
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PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA 

BUCKEYE CHAPTER 

26250 Euclid Avenue—Suite 115 

Euclid, Ohio 44132 

Help Us Serve America’s Veterans 
Health Care, Benefits, Advocacy, Sports, 

Recreation, Education are just a few of the 
programs your tax-deductible contributions 

help support. 

 

For more information, call 800-248-2548  

or visit www.buckeyepva.org 

  Don’t forget to “LIKE”  

 Paralyzed Veterans of America, Buckeye Chapter on Facebook 


