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Buckeye Chapter PVA attends the grand re-
opening of the renovated and fully accessible 
Cleveland Soldiers and Sailors Monument 

Cleveland's 116-year old Civil War Memorial had a reopening 
ceremony after a two year restoration at a cost of $2 million dol-
lars held the weekend of June 4-5, 2010 in downtown Cleveland. 
Governor Ted Strickland, Speaker of the House Armond Budish 
and a number of other dignitaries took part to showcase this 
magnificent structure. President Carl Harris, Vice President   
Leonard Hallbank, and Government Relations Director Frank 
Anderson attended from the Buckeye Chapter. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Buckeye Chapter strives to improve 
the quality of life of honorably discharged veterans who have spinal 
cord injury, dysfunction or illness including but not limited to multiple 
sclerosis and ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease) through advocacy, medical re-
search, sports and recreation, education and communication. 
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Sports Update 
Holly Koester, Sports Director 
 

 hollyk@buckeyepva.org 

The 2010 Ohio Wheelchair Games are over and the Buckeye Team put on a grand performance. This years’ Team was made up 
of 38 veterans and 17 coaches/staff from Cleveland, Chillicothe, Cincinnati and Dayton.  The weather was great and gave many 
winter shut-ins, an opportunity to throw field events for the first time this year.  It was also a great time for the team members to 
catch up with each other and to welcome our novices.  Richard Bell, of Cincinnati won the male MVP Award.  Amy Jo Riter, 
Miss Wheelchair 2010 of Canton, did a great job as MC for the Awards Banquet.  We all looked great in our red hoodies. 
 
Coach Tony took several hardy souls on several hand cycle rides.  Some new people got to try this sport which may have re-
sulted in some new participants. 
 
Now it’s time to get ready for the National Veteran Wheelchair Games. The 2010 Wheelchair Games are in Denver, CO July 4-
10, with travel dates July 3 and 11.  Everyone will be staying in one hotel. The good news is that everyone from all over the 
country will be able to see each other. However, it will be more difficult to get an elevator.  Remember give yourself plenty of 
time to get to your events especially opening and closing ceremonies, since everyone will be using the elevators at once.  The 
Wheelchair Games committee is working now to arrange our flights and the transportation of our equipment.  Good Luck 

Buckeye Wheelchair Team. 

 
Jeff Fisher, of Medina has been racing all over the country. He set a new personal record in the Boston Marathon in April with 
a time of 1:41:28; won the Masters Division in the LA Marathon in March; came in 2nd overall at the Michigan 25K Riverbank 
and won the Masters Division.  Congratulations Jeff! 
 
Chapter President Carl Harris, of Wadsworth, Vice President Leonard Hallbank of Northfield and Sports Director Holly 
Koester, of Walton Hills represented the Buckeye PVA at the Hillside and Buckeye National Air Rifle shoot which we helped 
sponsor. Holly took place the 2nd day in the SH1 category, but was still beat by Carl both days shooting in the SH2 division.  
And the friendly rivalry continues. 
 
Paul Mann, of Dayton, was invited to participate in a quad rugby clinic in Arizona, May 20-27.  Upon Paul’s return, we learned 
that he and was offered a scholarship to the University of Arizona for wheelchair sports. Way to go Paul.  We are proud of 
your efforts. 
 
Holly Koester, of Walton Hills raced in a rainy Kentucky Derby Festival Marathon in April and the Indy Mini Marathon in 
May.  As Jeff Fisher’s times are improving, Holly needs to practice more as her times keep getting slower. Holly says: “I’m 
getting too old for this.  But I love it too much to quit.” 
 
We have several Buckeye team members attending the Golden Age Games and Rolling Thunder Regional Wheelchair Games in 
Michigan in June.  We wish them all good luck and will report their results in the next newsletter. 
 
Lance Kepler of Cleveland, worked as an official for the 8-Ball BCA in Las Vegas from May 11-23.  There were as many as 
8,000 of the top able-bodied  billiards players at these Championships.  Lance indicated there were only a few wheelchair shoot-
ers in attendance. He also got to participate in a children’s charity event raising money by paying to play the professional bil-
liards players we see on TV. Next time Lance gives a billiards clinic at the Cleveland VA, take the opportunity to attend.  You 
could learn a few pointers. 
 
Buckeye PVA is hosting the 7th PVA US 8-Ball Championships July 23-25, at Scoreboards, in Northfield.  It would be great to 
see some of the Buckeye pool players there.  For more information, email Lance Kepler at lancek@buckeyepva.org or Holly 
Koester at hollyk@buckeyepva.org. 
 
Make sure you send in your recreational and sports activities so we can let our members know what you are doing. 



IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Attention Members: 
 
The department of Veterans Affairs is warning veterans not to give 
credit card numbers, bank routing information or any personal and fi-
nancial information over the phone to callers claiming to update, con-
firm, or verify VA-related information.  VA does not call veterans and ask 
them to disclose personal financial information over the phone.  A vet-
eran targeted by scammers alerted  VA, saying that someone called 
claiming to be with the VA pharmacy and asking a lot of questions.  The 
caller ID indicated that the incoming call was from (888) 555-1234.  
There are a number of scams associated with this number, and its been 
reported that callers will call repeatedly and become aggressive.  They 
will claim to be a VA employee and say a medical card has expired and 
that the veteran must send a check for a certain dollar amount for a re-
newal.  In other versions, the caller says that a bank account is listed 
on a public computer, and in order to get it removed, the caller needs to 
verify the veteran’s bank information.  Be leery of any calls originating 
from this number.  VA has not changed its process for dispensing pre-
scriptions or for enrollment.  Veterans with questions about VA services 
should call (877)222-8387 or the nearest VA medical center.   

Chapter Membership Total 548 
Service Connected 322 

Non-Service Connected 226 
521 Male 

27 Female 

President’s Report 
Carl Harris 
carlh@buckeyepva.org 

It’s great to see everything turning green, with the sun shining and the birds singing.  Is it just me or are the win-
ters getting longer and colder? 
 
I am glad to pass on this information from the “Washington Update” that many members have been waiting a long 
time to hear.   
 
On May 5th, P.L. 111-163, the “Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act” was signed into law.  PVA 
has worked tirelessly on parts of the legislation for several years. It has long been a goal of PVA to eliminate co-
payments for Priority Group 4 (catastrophically disabled non-service connected) veterans.  This law now prohibits 
the VA from collecting co-payments from those catastrophically disabled veterans for medical services rendered.  
Paralyzed Veterans members are the highest users of VA health-care services.  This important legislation will en-
sure that our non-service connected, catastrophically disabled veterans will continue to receive the highest quality 
health care without the heavy financial burden that many have faced in the past. 
 
In addition to the co-payment provisions, it provides help for caregivers who take care of veterans with disabilities.  
Many family members take care of their disabled loved ones, but never receive any training on how to properly 
provide the care.  The new law provides training, support and in-home respite care to ease the overwhelming bur-
den placed on caregivers of veterans. 
 
While the caregiver provisions are required to be implemented within 270 days of enactment of the bill, implemen-
tation dates for the remaining provisions varies.  According to Congressional staff, the provisions pertaining to the 
elimination of co-payments for Priority Group 4 veterans should be effective immediately.   
 
During the 1st week of May I was interviewed along with Sharon Moster, chapter ED, by Catherine Bosley from 
Cleveland’s channel 19.  The topic we talked about was “Using, Abusing Handicap Spots”.  My mission to get out to 
the public was to leave the handicap spots for those who need them. And that it is against the law for a family 
member to continue to use a handicap placard or hanging tag from a deceased person which a local police depart-
ment finds this to be one of the biggest problems. Handicap parking spots give us our freedom and dignity and we 
need to continue to protect them. 
 
As stated at the March General Membership meeting and in the March Banner, this is an election year for all chap-
ter board positions. A bio was to be submitted to the office by May 1st by members wanting to run for the board.  
The names of those running will be announced at the June 19th General Membership meeting.  Please make every 
effort to attend our membership meeting and as always we will be video conferencing with Cincinnati and Dayton 
and with Chillicothe if there is an interest. This meeting is for all members to be involved and have a chance to ask 
questions or bring up concerns and issues. 
 
A THANK YOU goes out to those who volunteered time and participated in the fundraising of candy sales, a bowling 
tournament and the pasta dinner during the busy month of May. Remember the chapter can always use more par-
ticipation. 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, issues or ideas, please feel free to contact me either through the office or 
email, carlh@buckeyepva.org. Have a great and safe summer and come to the General Membership meeting and 
see what is going on in your organization. 



Here we go again, another quarter of a year passes and we are all getting older.  Most of you will be 
competing in a PVA Sports program by the time this comes out and I wish all of the best of you luck 
in your events. 
 
Cincinnati has been very busy reaching out to new Veterans and improving the care given in the 
clinic.  We meet every Wednesday at 8:30AM to discuss what has happened and what will happen.  
Right now hospital personnel are working on Wound Care and Adaptive Sports.  Sandy Turvey has 
been working very hard to add new opportunities for the Veterans.  She has field game practices at 
Fort Thomas for those attending the Summer Games.  She has also been able to enlist the help of 
one  UC Track Coach which has really helped the Veterans improve their distance and performance. 
 
I would also like to encourage everyone to sign up for Volunteer Services, the rewards you receive 
and the friends you will make cannot be measured in dollars.  All Veterans need your help!   
 
If you would like more information about the new clinic please feel free to contact me, Fred  
Wittmeyer at 513-673-6062 or just stop by the clinic as PVA has their own office inside the clinic. 
 
Have a great Summer and thanks to everyone who is helping to reach out to Veterans in our area so 
they can also realize the great care the VA offers.      

Quarterly Report for CINCINNATI VAMC 
 

Fred Wittmeyer 
VLO-Cincinnati 

Government Relations 
Frank Anderson 

BPVA’s Government Relations Program continues to monitor state and national is-
sues that affect it’s members and people with disabilities here in Ohio. Issues of con-
cern to our members are relayed in a number of ways such as email alerts, phone 
calls, teleconferencing, and mail depending upon the urgency of the issue. We con-

tinue to  keep our members informed and current on the issues so they can respond to their legislators. 

National PVA monitored a number of issues such as P.L 111-163, the “Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health   Ser-
vices Act” signed into law by President Obama.  This law provides a broad array of health-care initiatives and reforms 
in multiple bills for PVA members, veterans, and their families. 

Inappropriate billing included in the caregivers bill has been a problem for both service connected and non-service 
connected disabled veterans who are faced with charges for VA medical services. PVA is monitoring this issue and 
pursuing resolution to inappropriate charges for services. A listing of the issues in the caregivers bill was sent out to 
all of our members in April.  If you have any questions you can e-mail me or call the chapter office. 

Locally we are continuing to look at services that are provided by the State of Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commis-
sion, how they impact our veteran population and how we can access these services. A listing of veterans bills pend-
ing in the State House will be sent out under a separate mailing.  If you have any issues or concerns please contact 
the chapter office. 

Finally warm and sunny – just how we like it here in Cleveland where the winters are end-
less and freezing cold.  Lake Erie is appealing and the fish are biting. 

 
As the summer unfolds, we’ve been busy.  We held a great candy sale keeping everyone’s 
sweet tooth satisfied. 

 
At a remarkable bowling tournament, planned by Vice President Leonard Hallbank, I wit-
nessed my first 300 game thrown by Larry Fomby, a terrific bowler who wears his perfect 

game ring with pride. 
 

In the world of fundraising, we have to be creative.  And we have accomplished that with 
the help of one local car dealer.  Preston Superstore in Burton is holding a Military Apprecia-
tion event.  For each car sold, Preston will donate $25 to one of two charities –Buckeye PVA 

or the USO.  It is the car buyer’s choice and we are encouraging them to pick us!! 
 
Most recently, we held our first ever All You Can Eat Pasta Dinner fundraiser.  Food was pre-

pared by Chef Mark Moster (yes, he is my son) and Chef Amber Rakotci.  Thanks to Mark 
and Amber for volunteering their time.  Everyone feasted on pasta with meatballs, salad, 
bread and butter and homemade desserts provided by Patty Harris, Alice Tyna, Chris Sonye 

(board wives who always support us), Board member Holly Koester and me.  We owe special 
thanks to our volunteers, Karen Van De Motter, Nancy Duns, and Nicole Schmunk. 
 

Again with creativity, we have begun suggesting donations of $50 and in return, we are 
thanking our donors with a supply of high end trash bags.  This is turning out to be a really 
good gesture on our part as the bags are very profitable and it encourages people to make 

donations supporting BPVA. 
 
As you can see, we have been working hard to be able to offer our members the support 

they need. 
 

By the time the Fall edition of The Banner comes out, I will have attended PVA’s Annual 
Convention.  I’m certain I will have gained some useful information which I’ll be happy to 
share with each of you.  Until then, enjoy the great weather! 

Executive Director’s Report-Summer 2010 
Sharon Moster, Executive Director 
 

sharonm@buckeyepva.org 

DISCLAIMER 
The Buckeye Banner is a publication of the Buckeye Chapter, PVA and is meant to inform its readers of Chapter activities, 
legislation, and other matters of concern to veterans and/or members of the disability community. The opinions expressed in 
this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of BPVA, its Officers, Board Members, the Editor or production staff. 



The clinic is still in search of an SCI provider and currently recruiting possible candidates.  Dr. Anna Dacanay is pro-
viding physician coverage on an as needed basis, while still maintaining her position as Medical Director of Inpatient 
Rehab.  Mary Pat Lorman and Marlene Davis-Pierce are running clinic Monday through Friday. Please make every at-
tempt possible to make your scheduled appointments and remember to check in at the Rehab reception window and 
please wait in the waiting room until called. 
 
The Monthly SCI Peer Support Group meetings held by Janet Sutherland, SCI/D Coordinator, will be from 1pm until 
3pm, on Wednesday, June 16th, July 21st, and August 18th.  At the last meeting we discussed possible trips to other 
locations on different dates, so please stand by for further announcements.  You can call Janet at 937-268-6511, ext. 
2618, to notify her you are coming and to set up VA travel if needed. 
 
Remember to use our designated SCI Parking spaces when coming to the VA hospital.  Also remember to display 
your parking tag to assist the VA police in enforcing the area.  If you still don’t have one please see Janet Sutherland. 
The wheelchair sports team recently sent 3 athletes and one coach to the DAV Winter Sports Clinic in Snow Mass, Co, 
and 9 athletes, 6 coaches, and one nurse to the Ohio Wheelchair Games in Columbus.  The team has been working 
hard training for those events and for the upcoming 30th National Veterans Wheelchair Games, to be held in Denver, 
Co, in July.    We really want to thank the VA staff for all the support they have provided.  The team has also been 
busy raising funds to attend these events.  A big thank you goes out to AMVETS Post 66 Riders of Covington, Ohio, 
for donating a TV to raffle and holding a Poker Run, also to the Irish Club for hosting a Pork Loin Dinner Benefit, 
which will be on June 12th, and donating a grill to raffle. 
 
Please join the Peer Support Group, the wheelchair sports team, or sign up to volunteer at the VA and get involved.  
You will benefit from the people you meet, the things you learn, and the rewards you feel from helping others. 
 
Contact me anytime with problems or concerns about issues here at the Dayton VAMC or with the PVA.  I’m in the 
office, room 2C-139, a few days a week (currently Wednesdays and Fridays) usually from 10am-2pm.  Stop by, or 
call, 937-268-6511, ext. 3045 I’ll be glad to help you any way possible.  Also, send me your email address so I can 
add you to my mailing list and keep you updated on any local events or news and any other notable information. 
 

 

Dale Spiller 
Volunteer Liaison Officer 
dale.spiller@va.gov 

Donations 

Please remember those who have served our country and are now disabled by spinal cord injury or disease  

by making a donation through our website at:  www.buckeyepva.org  

or by mail to 26250 Euclid Avenue, Suite 115 

Euclid, Ohio  44132.   

 

Please make checks payable to Buckeye Paralyzed Veterans  

of America. 
All donations are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law under IRS Section 501 c 3. 

 
Recently on March 18, 2010 Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki announced the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) is making certain infectious diseases associated with service in the Persian Gulf War or Afghanistan service connected 
as presumed illnesses. 
 
Following recommendations made by VA’s Gulf War Veterans Illnesses Task Force, VA is publishing a proposed regulation 
in the Federal Register that will establish new presumptions of service connection for nine specific infectious diseases associ-
ated with military service in Southwest Asia during the Persian Gulf War from 1990 to the present, or in Afghanistan on or 
after September 19, 2001.   
 
The proposed rule includes information about the long-term health effects potentially associated with the nine diseases: 

Brucellosis, Campylobacter jejuni, Coxiella burnetii (Q fever), malaria, Mycobacterium tuberculosis, Nontyphoid Sal-

monella, Shigella, Visceral leishmaniasis and West Nile virus.   

 
With the proposed rule, a veteran will only have to show service in Southwest Asia or Afghanistan, and a current diagnosis of 
one of the nine diseases.  Comments on the proposed rule will be accepted over the next 60 days.  A final regulation will be 
published after consideration of all comments received.  This means that veterans will not have to establish a link, or nexus, 
between military service and their disease.  
 
The decision was made after reviewing the 2006 report of the National Academy of Sciences (NAS), titled, “Gulf War and 
Health Volume 5: Infectious Diseases.”  The 2006 report differed from the four prior reports by looking at the long-term 
health effects of certain diseases determined to be pertinent to Gulf War Veterans. 
 
The 1998 Persian Gulf War Veterans Act requires the Secretary to review NAS reports that study scientific information and 
possible associations between illnesses and exposure to toxic agents by Veterans who served in the Persian Gulf War.  
 
This proposed regulation is similar to the one the Secretary established in October 2009 for B cell leukemia’s, Parkinson’s 
disease, and ischemic heart disease due to herbicide exposure in Vietnam.  The VA is not yet rating these claims, but they 
have been developing them since last year.   

Dr. Chester H. Ho, Chief, Spinal Cord Injury (SCI) is the recipient of the 2010 Crain’s Cleveland 

Business Health Care Hero Award. This award recognizes the dedication, leadership and inno-

vated achievements of the individuals who make Northeast Ohio the destination for world-class 

health care. An independent panel of judges reviewed more than 100 nominations as part of 

the selection process for this prestigious award. Judges took into account nominees’ leadership, 

approach to health care and philanthropy/community service in selecting this year’s 27 finalists. Dr. Ho’s nomina-

tion was based on the fact that he was awarded a Research Career Development Award by the VA Rehabilitation 

Research and Development Service, developing a research interest in pressure ulcers. The research built the 

foundation for subsequent endeavors, including being funded a Merit Review Award by the VA Rehabilitation 

Research and Development Service to study the use of pulsatile lavage in the treatment of pressure ulcers. As a 

result of the study, the treatment has become a standard of care in the SCI unit.  

VA Recognizes “Presumptive”  
Illnesses in Iraq, Afghanistan 

Michael Yaskowiak, National Service 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Dr. Chester H. Ho 

Cleveland VA 

Medical Center 

(Wade Park 

Campus) 

10701 East 

Boulevard 

Cleveland, OH 

44106 

Phone: (216) 

791-3800 



Swimmers at the  
2010 Ohio  

Wheelchair Games 

Miss Wheelchair Ohio 
2010 

Amy Jo Riter 

2010 Buckeye PVA  
Spaghetti Dinner 

Shot Put Athlete 
Richard Bell 

Jackie Tyler 
throws the  

Javelin 

Roy Nungester 
throws the diskus 

while fellow 
athlete Terry Rock 

looks on 

Mike Stutler and 
Terry Rock test 

their Air Rifle 
skills 

WITH VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO 

PRESTON SUPERSTORE AND OWNER  

PAT PRESTON 

Beginning May 1 through June 30, 2010, Preston Superstore in Burton, Ohio began a Military Ap-

preciation program. For every car sold, Preston is donating $25.00 to one of two veterans’ organi-

zations.  We are thrilled to be one of the recipients with the other worthy group being the USO. 

 

For more than 16 years owner Pat Preston, has been committed to and connected with the commu-

nity and is well-known for his philanthropy. 

 

On Friday, June 4, 2010, Mr. Preston presented Chapter President Carl Harris with a check in the 

amount of $1,400.00 representing the first installment of donations. (See picture). 

 

Mr. Preston stated:  “As a local business owner, I know the importance of a strong community.  

We hope this two-month event proves helpful to two community organizations doing valuable 

work for those Americans deserving our utmost respect and appreciation.” 

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and all the members of the Buckeye Chapter our heartfelt 

thanks goes out to Pat Preston and his staff. 

Board President, 
Carl Harris is pre-
sented with a check 
from Pat Preston, 
Owner of Preston 

Superstore 


