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BPVA Officers  
Carl Harris  President               carlh@buckeyepva.org 

Leonard Hallbank    Vice President        leonardh@uckeyepva.org 
Robert Thomas Secretary           rthomas@buckeyepva.org 
Paul Sonye  Treasurer          pauls@buckeyepva.org 

 
 

Board of Directors  
Holly Koester  Sports Director hollyk@buckeyepva.org 
Michael Murphy Board Member        mikem@buckeyepva.org 
Lance Kepler  Board Member  lancek@buckeyepva.org 
Terrance Tyna Board Member         terryt@buckeyepva.org 
 

Office Staff 
Sharon Moster        Exec. Director         sharonm@buckeyepva.org 
Frank Anderson       Gov. Relations Dir.  franka@buckeyepva.org 

 

Volunteer Liaison Officers  
Dale Spiller           VLO-Dayton   dale.spiller@va.gov 
Fred Wittmeyer       VLO-Cincinnati        fred.wittmeyer@va.gov 
 

National Service Officers 
Aaron Stevens Cleveland       aarons@pva.org 
Mike Yaskowiak Cleveland           michaely@pva.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, Buckeye Chapter strives to improve the quality of 
life of honorably discharged veterans who have spinal cord injury, dysfunction or ill-

ness including but not limited to multiple sclerosis and ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease) 
through advocacy, medical research, sports and recreation, education and communi-
cation. 

Paralyzed Veterans of America 
 Buckeye Chapter  

26250 Euclid Avenue—Suite #115 
Euclid, Ohio 44132 
(216) 731-1017 

 1-800-248-2548 
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Please 
help us 

save postage and paper costs by 
sending  your email address to 
info@buckeyepva.org. 

With your $50 donation, our 
thank you gift to you is an  
order of high quality trash  
bags.  Bags come in 4 sizes: 

 
16 gallon 
33 gallon 
40 gallon 

              60 gallon
  

The size is the 
choice of the  
donor. 

Buckeye PVA Raffle 

 
1st  Place winner of the 42” Flat Screen TV-John Yaros 
2nd  Place winner of the Net Book Computer-Diane Scully 
3rd  Place winner of the 8g Ipod-Brad Payne 
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President/Nat. Director’s Report 
Carl Harris 

It seems like only yesterday that we were getting ready for the year 2010 and the debate was if you would 
say two thousand-ten or twenty-ten.  Now that 2011 is right around the corner and as I look back this was a 
busy year for our chapter. 
 

As the year 2011 swiftly approaches, your new officers and directors look forward to continuing to serve 
the chapter and its members. The following were sworn in on October 22nd:  Carl Harris, president; Leonard 
Hallbank, vice president; Robert Thomas, secretary; Paul Sonye, treasurer, and directors Holly Koester, 
sports; Lance Kepler, Mike Murphy, and Terry Tyna.  Please feel free to share any thoughts or ideas of how 
we could improve the productivity of the chapter with anyone of the officers or directors. 
 

The November General Membership Meeting had a nice representation of members from the Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, and Dayton areas.  A Thanksgiving dinner was served to everyone in attendance including the 
inpatients at the SCI center and a grateful “Thank You” goes out to all the volunteers who helped setup for 
the meeting and the serving of the dinner. Without these thoughtful people events like this would be diffi-
cult to have, because what they do is priceless.  The meeting ended with our raffle drawing for a 42” TV, a 
netbook computer, and an Ipod.   Congratulations to the winners and a “Thank You” to everyone who sup-
ported the chapter and made it a success by either selling or buying tickets.  You can find the winners list in 
the back of this newsletter. 
 

During the General Meeting the co-pay issue was brought up pertaining to veterans still being billed for 
their prescriptions and appointments.   On May 5, 2010, P.L. 111-163, the “Caregivers and Veterans Omni-
bus Health Services Act” was signed into law.  One of the goals of this law is to eliminate co-payments for 
Priority Group 4 (catastrophically disabled non-service connected) veterans.  If you are in this category it is 
very important that you do not ignore these bills when you receive them.  You must call the VA and have 
someone work on correcting this problem.  Make sure you get the name of the person you talked with and if 
this doesn’t work, then call one of our service officers. Hopefully the VA will soon get this problem re-
solved and bills will be a thing of the past. 
 

I hope everyone took the time to vote in the November election. There are a number of changes in our 
elected offices and this could have an affect on the veteran issues.  If you have an email address, I urge you 
to send it to our Government Relations Director, Frank Anderson (franka@buckeyepva.org) at the office.  
By doing this you will receive all the important updates on issues that not only affect you but your fellow 
veterans.  Remember you voice does count. 
 

Reminder: Did you get your flu shot?  Flu shots are still available at all the SCI clinics. All members are 
encouraged to get the vaccine, so if you haven’t taken the time to get yours, do so as soon as possible.  It’s 
not to late to safe guard yourself against that nasty bug. 
 

Lastly, I’d like to thank the staff, officers, directors and all our members who stepped up and helped sup-
port the chapter throughout the year. I have full confidence that this will continue through the up coming 
New Year. 
And once again thank you for all your support. 
 

Wishing a VERY MERRY HOLIDAY SEASON and a WONDERFUL and HEALTHY NEW YEAR to 
everyone! 
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DISCLAIMER 
The Buckeye Banner is a publication of the Buckeye Chapter, PVA and is meant to inform its readers of Chapter activities, 
legislation, and other matters of concern to veterans and/or members of the disability community. The opinions expressed in 
this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of BPVA, its Officers, Board Members, the Editor or production staff. 

Executive Director’s Report 
Sharon Moster, Executive Director 

As 2010 comes to a close, and I look at the year in retrospect, I see we have tried very hard to be able to 
serve our members. I see progress. I see success. I see more communication and conversation. On Decem-
ber 31, I will be able to say we had a good year of service. 
 
Over the last year, we have developed corporate relationships that helped to fund the food coupon pro-
gram, which served 384 families this year. With an average of 4 people per family that means we helped 
serve over 1,500 people with their holiday meals. Meals which might not have been affordable without our 
help. 
 
With the great leadership of Holly Koester, Buckeye PVA Sports Director, we had another successful year 
in all the athletic arenas. We’ve seen new faces participating and enjoying the competition and camarade-
rie sporting events bring not only to the athletes but to their families standing on the sidelines cheering and 
socializing with other families. 
 
Frank Anderson, Government Relations Director is so determined to enforce the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act especially as concerns our members, that government officials at the local, state and national level 
know Frank by name.  For his effort, Frank won the Richard Fuller Award from National PVA. 
 
And then, our Board of Directors has worked extremely hard to move this chapter forward. All are tire-
lessly advocating for new programming and new fundraising channels. In all my experience, it is so un-
usual to have such an active and dedicated Board. Many thanks to Leonard Hallbank, Lance Kepler, Holly 
Koester, Mike Murphy, Paul Sonye, Robert Thomas and Terry Tyna. 
 
And finally there’s our President, Carl Harris who just received an award for serving PVA as a volunteer 
with over 5,000 hours. Without the push, pull and shear determination of Carl, we would not have been 
able to make the moves forward that we have over the past year. Carl is inspirational as well as one tough 
leader.  He has driven me to dig deep and work toward being the best I can be as the Chapter Executive 
Director. 
 
We are always here to help you. Call us at 216-731-1017 or 800-248-2548 or write to me at 
sharonm@buckeyepva.org and we will do what we can to serve your needs. 
 
From my house to yours, best wishes for a Happy New Year. 
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TRI-C OPENS VETERANS’ EDUCATION CONNECTION CENTER 
Partners with AT&T and VA 

 

Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C) announced that it is opening a Tri-C Veterans Education Connection 
Center at the newly expanded Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center. Developed in partnership with 
AT&T, this new distance learning lab meets the needs of veteran students not quite ready for the campus 
environment with access to high-quality, distance learning degree program opportunities, and support ser-
vices from Tri-C. The Center which will be open 5 days a week includes; 5 Tri-C eLearning workstations, 
and 2 high-resolution ONYX visual acuity monitors. The Center will be staffed with an on-site Tri-C Veter-
ans’ Coordinator to assist with Tri-C eLearning registration and enrollment support; benefits acquisition 
support, as well as access to both College and community resources. 
 
“The opening of this Center is a continuation of Tri-C’s long standing commitment to providing access and 
opportunity to the veterans of Northeast Ohio,” said Dr. Jerry Sue Thornton, President of Tri-C. “Tri-C is 
where futures have begun for more that 24,000 veterans since the College opened in the late 60’s. We are 
excited about this opportunity to bring our educational programs and services directly to those who have 
served so proudly.” 
 
Partnering with Tri-C to make the Center a reality is AT&T, who will be making a $100,000 contribution 
over a two-year period. “Those of us at AT&T clearly understand the importance of making connections, 
especially when it comes to education,” said Mike Kehoe, Vice President of External Affairs for AT&T. 
“Of equal importance to AT&T is our support of our veterans. We are proud to be a part of an initiative 
which affirms AT&T’s commitment to these two key issues.” 
 
The Center was also made possible with the support of Ms. Bettie J. Baker, veteran and retired associate 
professor of political science and African studies at Tri-C. 
 
As the major caregivers to our service men and women those at The Louis Stokes Cleveland VAMC are 
also critically aware of the role that education plays in the healing process of our wounded warriors. The 
accomplishment of educational goals is critical in the transition home process for veterans. The location of 
the Tri-C Veterans Education Connection Center at Wade Park will help to assure the success of that transi-
tion for those not yet ready to be in a campus environment. 
 
For over 45 years, Cuyahoga Community College has provided some 24,000 veterans of the U.S. Armed 
Forces with access to affordable education and workforce training programs that allow them to transition 
successfully from military to civilian life. Through the College’s Veterans Initiative, Tri-C continues its 
commitment to veterans and their families. That commitment has earned the College the designation as a 
“Military Friendly Campus” from GI Jobs Magazine for the last 2 years, placing placing it in the top 15% 
of all institutions of higher learning across the country. For further information about the Initiative call 216-
987-3193 or visit www.tri-c.edu/apply/specialinterest/veterans 

Lowe's continues to extend a 10% discount to all active, reserve, retired, or disabled military veter-
ans as well as their immediate family members.  You would just need to present a valid government 
issued military ID such as a Veteran's Identification Card, a Uniformed Serviced Identification Card, 

or a Common Access Card to the cashier at the time of purchase. 

If you have any questions you can contact Lowe's Customer Care by phone at 1-800-445-6937. 
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Dayton Volunteer Liason Officer 
Dale Spiller 

We want to congratulate Margaret Kruchemeyer, and wish her the best of luck for her recent retirement and 
39 years of faithful service with the United States Government!  She has been a great supporter of the PVA 
and all veterans, and, when needed, always filled in in the SCI clinic. Thank you Margaret, you will truly be 
missed. 
 

After a few delays we now have Dr. Strayer in place and currently seeing patients! He was a much needed 
addition to the clinic and hopefully our veterans will see the benefits soon. Due to his arrival and upcoming 
renovations, some of our offices have been changed. Dr. Strayer has moved into Janet Sutherland’s office 
and she has been relocated to the Social Work Department, room 1D-134, on the 1st floor.  Since we are 
currently sharing clinic space with Pain Management, I have been relocated to room 6D-137.  These 
changes are temporary and we should both return to the clinic when Pain Management has a new clinic 
across the hall.  Both our phone extensions have not changed. 
 

We currently don’t have dates for the Monthly SCI Peer Support Group meetings held by Janet Sutherland, 
SCI/D Coordinator. Stand by for more information in the near future. Please call Janet at 937-268-6511, 
ext. 2618, if you have any questions or suggestions on topics or guest speakers that would interest the 
group. 
 

There is a new contractor replacing Aim High for durable medical equipment (DME) repair. Effective De-
cember 1st, Health Aid of Ohio (subcontracting to Greene Respiratory out of Cincinnati) will provide 24/7 
emergency repairs for equipment provided by the VA. If you have an emergency need for repair of home 
medical equipment, other than normal business hours, please call 1-800-805-8134, otherwise continue to 
contact Prosthetics Department at ext. 3988.  Please be patient for the next 4-6 weeks as they try to catch up 
on current repairs being handled by Aim High. 
 

Please continue using our designated SCI parking spaces when coming to the VA hospital.  Parking space is 
limited due to all the renovations and we don’t want to lose our spots for not being utilized. Also, take ad-
vantage of valet parking when snow and slush make it hard for you to wheel from the parking lot. Don’t 
forget to display your parking tag to assist the VA police in enforcing the area. If you still don’t have one 
please see Janet Sutherland. 
 

Congratulations and a BIG Thank You to Mike Murphy for being recognized by the PVA for 1,000 hours 
of voluntary service to the VA and PVA. 
 

We are sending 7 Dayton veterans and at least 1 staff member to the DAV Winter Sports Clinic in Snow 
Mass, CO, in March. Applications for the 31st National Veterans Wheelchair Games should be out in Janu-
ary, if you need one please contact me. This year’s games will be held Aug 1 – 8 in Pittsburgh, PA. 
 

Please contact me with problems or concerns about issues at the Dayton VAMC or with the PVA. Stop by 
my new office, room 6D-137, or call, 937-268-6511, ext. 3045, or email me at dale.spiller@va.gov.  My 
days and hours vary depending on appointments, but I try to be at the VA on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
10am – 2pm.  Also, send me your email address so I can add you to my mailing list to keep you updated on 
any local events or news.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
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Government Relations 
Frank Anderson 

Twelve members of the Government Relations Director’s (GRD) Association gathered in 
Washington, DC in September for our last visit of the year to our Congressional mem-

bers and to select officers for the upcoming year. The week started with the GRD’s meeting at the National 
Office with Doug Vollmer and staff to discuss the issues that we would be addressing with our Congressional 
members. The issues were put together as point papers which we would then use the next 2 days on the “hill”. 
Before going to the hill, we selected officers from our group for the next year and thanked those who served. 
The following two days we took to the hill, with papers in hand, and rolled from the Senate building to the 
House building hoping to improve the lives of our members and increase funding to the Veterans Administra-
tion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Stephanie Tubbs-Jones Transit Center was named in honor of the former Congress-
woman who represented Ohio’s 11th District from January 3, 1999, until the time of her death 
on August 20, 2008. She was a strong advocate for transit and was instrumental in securing 
funding for the building located near the campus of Cleveland State University. The Con-
gresswoman’s son and sister represented her and many of her ‘sisters’ from Delta Sigma 
Theta were in attendance as well as Mayor Frank Jackson, Governor Ted Strickland and Con-
gressman Dennis Kucinich. Numerous officials and community members were also in atten-
dance. 
 

 

The Joint Veterans Commission of Cuyahoga County, Base Cleveland Veterans Committee and the City of 
Cleveland hosted Veteran’s Day Thursday, November 11th in Cleveland City Hall Rotunda. Richard DeChant 
from Tri-C was Master of Ceremony, David Lynch past Mayor of Euclid sang the National Anthem, Mayor 
Frank Jackson of Cleveland gave Martin Flask “Employee Military Veteran 
of the Year Award’’, Charles Kiessling ( JVCOCC President) gave 
“Service to Veteran and Community Award” to Edward Zima Sr. and 
Salvatore Felice, Michael Lavrenchik (LCDR, USCG) gave “My Boss is a 
Patriot Award” to La Tina Johnson, and veteran students from the follow-
ing colleges were give the “Service to Veterans – Excellence in Leadership 
Award”: from Baldwin-Wallace - Scott Simmerer; from Cleveland State 
University - Greg Hawver, Jeffrey Schuller, Nathan Buckley, Christopher 
Rushin; from Tri-C - David Derrwaldt, Spencer Sharp, Arnaldo Torres and 
from University of Phoenix - Kathryn Parks. 

Senator Sherrod 
Brown with Frank 

Rep. Marcia Fudge 
with Frank 

Frank Anderson with Rep. Dennis 
Kucinich 
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Thank you to our Donors 

With your kind donations our organization can continue to improve 
the quality of life to our veterans by providing: 
 
• Quality health care 
• Continued medical research 
• Help with medical bills 
• Transportation to appointments 
• Acquiring wheelchairs  
• Participation in sporting events 
• Providing shelter to family members 
• Help with utility costs 
• Ability to accomplish everyday tasks 
 
And so much more. 
 

A special thank you to our corporate sponsors: 
Quicken Loans, Preston Superstore, EOM Co., LTD. , 
Core-Tech Inc., CT Logistics, Lake Shore Insurance 
Agency, Sovereign Industries, Brigadier Construction, 
Inc. and Garaventa Lift. 

Donations 

Please remember those who have served our country and are now disabled by 

spinal cord injury or disease by making a donation through our website at:  

www.buckeyepva.org or by mail to 26250 Euclid Avenue, Suite 115, Euclid, Ohio  

44132.   
 

Please make checks payable to Buckeye Paralyzed Veterans of America. 
 

All donations are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law under IRS Section 

501 c 3. 
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Cincinnati Volunteer Officer 
Fred Wittmeyer 

 

Cincinnati has been very busy reaching out to new veterans and improving the care given in the Clinic. With 
that said, I thought I would try to continue with input from the Cincinnati Clinical Staff.  I asked our SCI/D 
Coordinator to give a program.  Mr. John Scheper has been the SCI Coordinator since I started here in 2005. 
 

Hi Everyone! As Fred mentioned, I am the SCI Coordinator at the Cincinnati V.A.  I was asked to provide 
an update of some exciting initiatives going on in our clinic. 
 
The Cincinnati SCI Team has been involved in a number of initiatives focused on customer service and 
measuring effectiveness of our program. Also, outreach efforts continue to be a high priority, and include 
wheelchair game activities; community outings; and a support group that combines outpatients from sev-
eral area hospitals specializing in spinal cord injury into one entity. 
 
In an effort to improve customer service, we developed a folder for new patients. The folder includes an 
introductory letter that introduces the veteran to the clinic. Topics in the folder include: our mission state-
ment; veterans served, and services we offer; how to fill/refill a prescription; "My healthevet" flier; infor-
mation about the adaptive sports program and general housekeeping information about the clinic.  
 
Primary Care Spinal Cord Injury has been offered in our clinic since mid-summer, 2009. We serve over 80 
veterans and the number continues to grow. To measure the effectiveness of primary care spinal cord in-
jury, a survey is being conducted by phone.  Results from the survey are not all complete, but clearly indi-
cate a high level of satisfaction.  Most veterans felt that their needs are  being addressed in a more compre-
hensive and detailed manner. 
 
The Cincinnati Area spinal cord injury support group began in April, 2009.  Group meetings are held in 
the spring and fall. Guest speakers and topics are arranged according to group preferences and each group 
meeting lasts approximately 2 hours. This group is a combination of several area hospitals. This year a 
Christmas party was held for the first time and was a huge success! We have received good support from 
the PVA Buckeye Chapter as well as the Kentucky/Indiana Chapter to help sponsor these events.  
 
On behalf of the entire Spinal Cord Injury Team at Cincinnati, we want to extend a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to all!  Feel free to call me at 513-861-3100 extension #4703 if you have any questions 
or comments. 
 

If you would like more information about the New Clinic or need help with anything please feel free to con-
tact me, Fred Wittmeyer at 513-673-6062 or just stop by the PVA office inside the Clinic.  Have a great 
Christmas and a Happy New Year and thanks to everyone who is helping to reach out to veterans in our area 
so they, too, can realize the great care the VA offers.  Thank You Mr. Scheper!     

Chapter Membership Total   564 
Service Connected   332 

Non-Service Connected   232 

  7  

 

National Service Officer 

Michael Yaskowiak 

Service Connection for Multiple Sclerosis 
 

Multiple Sclerosis (MS) is a disease the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) considers a presumptive service 
connected disability.  What does that mean to the veteran?  This means that unlike direct service connection, 
this disease will be considered to have been incurred in or aggravated by service even if there is no evidence 
of such disease during the period of service.  The presumptive period for MS is seven years from the date of 
discharge. 
 
The veteran must have served 90 days during or extending into a period of war to qualify for presumptive ser-
vice connection.  The disease must have become manifest to a degree of 10% within that presumptive period.  
This means that within seven years from the date of separation, the veteran must show that symptoms devel-
oped, manifesting to a compensable degree (10%) according to the VA schedule for rating disabilities.  A di-
agnosis of MS is not needed within that period, only the compensable symptoms.  A firm diagnosis is needed 
to substantiate a claim for the disease, but it does not have to be made within seven years from separation. 
 
The base rating for MS is 30% disability.  Additional disabilities resulting from the disease will be service 
connected as residuals of the disease.  To file a claim for compensation the veteran will need to fill out a VA 
Form 21-526 and submit supporting medical evidence showing compensable symptoms within that presump-
tive period, a diagnosis of MS, and discharge papers showing qualifying service. 
 

For more information about disability compensation for veterans, please contact your local Service Officer. 

On November 15, 2010 Jacob Bernecker received the attention he deserves as he was promoted to Air 
Force Captain. A pinning ceremony was held for the dedicated Airman at the Spinal Cord Injury unit at 
the Louis Stokes Cleveland VAMC.  Jacob was surrounded by family and friends as his parents, Steve 
and Betsey Bernecker, pinned him.  Capt. Bernecker has been an active duty spinal cord patient for the 
past 13 months, since he was injured in Iraq in 2008. Capt. Bernecker received the oath from Captain 
Tina Sanders who was accompanied by Senior Master Sergeant Darla Steetle, both from Wright Patter-
son Air Force Base. Jacob is currently 26 and lives in Cincinnati, OH. 
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The 27th annual Buckeye PVA Governors Cup was held Nov 6 & 7 in Columbus’s Rec-
reation Center. Scott Law represented Buckeye PVA and helped James Terpenning 
(Tournament Dir.) and Columbus Parks and Recreation volunteers run an extremely suc-

cessful wheelchair basketball tournament. We were excited to have 5 out-of-state teams participate this year- 
Pittsburgh, RHI (IN), Kentucky, Detroit and West Virginia. I hope that these teams return again next year. The 
Buckeye PVA sponsored teams were Champions - Columbus Wheelers, 2nd - Moraine Minutemen (Dayton), 
3rd - Ohio Hoopstars (Dayton) and Wheelchair Cavs (Cleve). We were glad to see the Columbus Buckeye 
Wheelers keep the Cup in Ohio. Many thanks to Scott, James, many volunteers and Mary Beth from Columbus 
P&R Dept., for running the tournament and an even Bigger Thanks to all the players and teams for supporting 
and playing in the Buckeye Cup. It was great to have 8 teams participate in this annual event. Thanks to Rick 
Morrison who was able to back track and determine how many Buckeye PVA Governor Cups we have held. 

 

Paul Mann, Dayton and Doug Cornwell, KY are busy playing on Quad Rugby teams. Both are doing well and 
would love for you to come cheer them on if you are in their area. Contact them for their schedules. Paul Mann 
is on a Columbus team and you can get a hold of him on Facebook. Doug isn’t into the computer thing, but if 
in the Cincinnati/KY area, give him a call to find out when he’s playing. Congrats and have a great season. 
Good Luck to both your teams but if you play each other let us know so we can form a cheering section. Now 
that would be worth traveling to see. 

 

FYI - Ken and Rita Hoke have a site on Facebook that they would like Buckeye PVA teammates to post things 
on. The team that posts together, stays together. Let everyone know what you are up to or any ideas you have, 
etc. 
 

I was very lucky when I was invited to represent the Paralyzed Veterans of America racing team in the 1st An-
nual Vet 10K in Wheeling, WV.  A group of us hand cyclists went and showed our bikes to kids at an Easter 
Seals Day care,  talked about being in the military and how we still participate in sports despite our disabilities. 
It was an honor meeting the runners and fellow veterans that participated in this very hilly 10K. The highlight 
of the weekend was meeting and talking with the only living Medal of Honor Recipient in WV, who was the 
speaker at the awards banquet. 

 

Just wanted to tell you the different perspective I had racing in my 10th Marine Corps 
Marathon in Washington, DC. This year  I used my hand cycle. As most of you know or 
have seen me race in my push rim chair, my head is usually down. This year I enjoyed 
riding most of the course by myself and with my head up I could see all the beautiful 
monuments that I missed seeing all the other years. It was totally awesome. 

I also raced in the Air Force Marathon in September at Wright Patterson AFB, Dayton. 
And talk about team support, Doug Cornwell drove there to cheer me on. Thanks Doug. 
 

IMPORTANT- for those of you who are into arts and crafts or have other talents. The 
Cleveland VA is going to have their Annual Arts and Crafts Fair in early March. All categories of arts are in-
cluded - painting, wood working, quilting, leather working, even the Helping Hospitalized Veterans (HHV) 
kits. They also have a category for singing or playing an instrument. Those of you in Dayton, Columbus and 
Cincinnati, we want your participation also, you can send your art/craft up to the show to be judged. Please 
remember that awards are only open to veterans. But any non-veteran affiliate members are also welcome to 
show their talents at the Cleveland Arts and Crafts Show. We would like to see this VA Craft Show grow. 
Watch for flyers for the deadline for projects to be submitted. Use these days we are stuck inside due to the 
snowy weather to start working on a craft. If you have any questions or if you would like to be involved in the 
planning process you can email Recreational Therapist Aysha McRoberts at aysha.mcroberts@va.gov. 

Sports Director’s Report 
Holly Koester 
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