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A n organization called 
Veterans Affairs 
Services (VAS) is 
providing benefit and 

general information on VA and 
gathering personal information 
on veterans. This organization is 
not affiliated with VA in any 
way.  
 
VAS may be gaining access to 
military personnel through their 
close resemblance to the VA 
name and seal. Our Legal 
Counsel has requested that we 
coordinate with DoD to inform 
military installations, 
particularly mobilization sites, of 
this group and their lack of 
affiliation or endorsement by VA 
to provide any services. 
 

In addition, GC requests that if 
you have any examples of VAS 
acts that violate chapter 59 of 
Title 38 United States Code, such 
as VAS employees assisting 
veterans in the preparation and 
presentation of claims for benefits, 
please pass any additional 
information to Mr.Daugherty at 
the address below. 
 
Michael G. Daugherty 
Staff Attorney 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
Office of the General Counsel 
(022G2) 
810 Vermont Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20420 

�)����'�*��+�*��)�����,���
	,�
+�����	��)���
�������
����-+)�.�



PAGE  2  


���
��	�����������

T he last time I was 
writing an article it was 
snowing but now 
summer weather is 

finally here with lots of sun and 
nice warm temperatures. I would 
much rather have it this way.  
Hope you get out and enjoy the 
sun. 
 
April was PVA Awareness Month 
(PAM).  Thank you to those 
members who helped the chapter 
raise awareness of PVA’s mission. 
Informational booths and displays 
were set up at many locations 
during the month, such as the 
Rock n’ Roll Hall of Fame, Tower 
City, Southpark Mall, Parmatown 
Mall, Richmond Mall, Summit 
Mall, and places in Dayton and 
Cincinnati. Also, some members 
gave presentations to various 
groups.  All of this was a way to 
bring awareness to the 
communities and to those who 
may benefit from our services and 
programs.   
 
If you would like to volunteer, 
please let us know so you may be 
contacted for next years PAM.  It 
is a very rewarding opportunity to 
make the community aware of 
PVA’s mission. 
 
Members attended the Ohio State 
Wheelchair Games held in 
Columbus in May. The weather 
was perfect and the Buckeye team 
excelled in their events to bring 
home the large team trophy for the 
second year in a row! 

BUCKEYE BANNER 

PARALYZED  VETERANS OF AMERICA  

BUCKEYE  CHAPTER  
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by Carl Harris 

BPVA President 

The time has arrived!  On May 16, 
the grand opening ceremony was 
held for the CARES Tower at 
Wade Park. In attendance was 
PVA’s National President, Bill 
Lawson. Thank you Bill for taking 
time from your busy schedule. 
National Service Officers – Ricky 
Grant, Aaron Stevens, and Mike 
Yaskowiak and the Buckeye 
Chapter board and staff were also 
in attendance.    
 

After the ceremony there was a 
tour of the state-of-the-art SCI 
long-term care unit. Veterans have 
been in need of this unit and it 
definitely is an asset to their 
healthcare.  There is a need to 
keep pushing forward for added 
facilities like this across the 
country as our population 
continues to grow older. 
 
This summer is starting with many 
events in place. July 19 - 20, 
National’s Site Team will be at 

the SCI Center in Cleveland; 
August 1 – 6, National Veterans 
Wheelchair Games in Pittsburgh; 
August 19, BPVA Golf Outing 
fundraiser at Hinckley Hills golf 
course; and August 23 – 27, 
PVA’s Annual Convention in 
Woodlands, Texas.  Get 
involved, come volunteer in your 
chapter’s fundraising programs.  
You’ll enjoy it in more ways 
than you can imagine.   
 

As always, your concerns, 
issues, or ideas of how we can 
make our chapter better are 
always welcome.  Please either 
contact the chapter office, stop 
by the VA chapter office on the 
6th floor or email me at: 
carlh@buckeyepva.org. 
 
Have a safe and enjoyable 
summer.  
 Leonard Hallbank 

BPVA Board Members at the CARES Tower dedication 

It is with sadness I report 
that Buckeye Chapter’s 

Vice President and 
Membership Officer, 
Leonard Hallbank, 

passed away suddenly 
May 1, 2011.  Leonard 

was truly a veteran 
helping veterans.  He 
will be missed but not 
forgotten.  The chapter 
sends its condolences to 

his family. 

 



by Clyde Reed 
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by Sharon Moster 

BPVA Executive Director 

E veryone talks about the 
summer weather.  I 
think it gets too hot and 
sticky here on Lake 

Erie.  For me, spring and fall are 
the best times of the year in Ohio.  
This year, summer attacked us at 
the office when the air 
conditioning quit in our sealed 
building.  I was literally melting 
when my office topped 90 
degrees.  Luckily, as I write this 
the air is back in working order 
and I am able to report to you in a 
much improved fashion. 
 
It’s always so busy here.  We plan 
events for you, our members, we 
plan events to fundraise to help 
provide for you, our members and 

we develop programming to 
(hopefully) improve your life.  I 
am reminded by each of you of 
the need to succeed.  To work to 
improve your quality of life.  I 
am challenged everyday with 
the opportunity to make things 
better for you.  But I need your 
help.  Tell me what you need.  
Tell me how I can help.  Call 
me, write me, e-mail me.  
That’s the only way I will know 
what I can do.  I want to share 
this favorite piece. It’s called 
“Success” by Ralph Waldo 
Emerson. 
 
To laugh often and much; to win 
the respect of intelligent people 
and affection of children; to 
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earn the appreciation of honest 
critics and endure the betrayal of 
false friends; to appreciate 
beauty; to find the best in others; 
to leave the world a bit better, 
whether by a healthy child, a 
garden patch or a redeemed 
social condition; to know even 
one life has breathed easier 
because you have lived.  This is to 
have succeeded. 

 

How can I succeed in helping 
you? 

 

Sharon Moster 

sharonm@buckeyepva.org 

I  am an aging veteran and 
was wondering if there were 
any extended care programs 
that may benefit me? 

 
The Department of Veterans 
Affairs health care system has 
several programs in the medical 
benefits package that benefit 
eligible veterans needing 
professional and skilled care 
services. In order to be eligible, 
the veteran must be enrolled in the 
VA health care system.  There are 
various institutional and non-
institutional programs available. 
The institutional programs consist 
of VA Community Living Centers 
(formally VA Nursing Homes), 

Hospice and Palliative Care 
facilities, and State Veterans 
Homes. The VA also provides 
non-institutional care in the 
community in the form of 
various programs. 
 
The VA provides Home Based 
Primary Care, a non-
institutional long term care 
program that is community 
based. Your primary care 
physician makes the referral for 
veterans who meet the clinical 
need for the service. In this 
setting, the care is provided in 
the home of the veteran.  A team 
of professionals will be 
assembled to provide the 
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necessary care in order to promote 
the best level of health possible 
for the veteran and help the 
veteran to reach achievable goals. 
The program is designed for 
veterans who may have a complex 
medical, social, and behavioral 
condition. It is designed to 
provide primary care, palliative 
care, rehabilitation, disease 
management and coordination of 
care services.  
 
The VA also provides an Adult 
Day Health Care program to meet 
the needs of veterans who wish to 
participate in group health 
maintenance or rehabilitation. 
Individualized programs are 

Senior National Service Officer 
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delivered by an interdisciplinary 
team of health professionals and 
support staff that emphasize 
helping participants and their 
caregivers to develop knowledge 
and skills necessary to manage 
care in the home. 
 
Purchased Skilled Home Care is 
also provided in the home through 
contract agencies to veterans that 
are in need of services such as 
nursing, physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, speech 
therapy or social services. These 
services are provided on a short or 
long term basis for veterans in 
need of skilled care who may have 
difficulty traveling or lives an 
excessive distance from a VA 
facility. 
 
The VA also has a Homemaker 
and Health Aid Program that is 
designed to provide personal care 
services in the home using public 
and private agencies who meet 
nursing home placement criteria. 
The Homemaker/Health Aids 
provide clinical expertise in the 
home and provides coordination 
with community agencies in order 
to ensure the veteran has a 
continuity of care. They function 
as a liaison to the community 
agencies while also monitoring 
their services. 
 
A Community Residential 
Program is provided to eligible 
veterans not in need of hospital or 
nursing home care but may have a 
medical or psychosocial health 
need. They may not be able to live 
independently or have no suitable 
family or other support to provide 

needed care. In order to meet 
eligibility criteria, the veteran 
must be capable of self-
preservation with minimal 
assistance and exhibit socially 
acceptable behavior. The care 
consists of room and board and 
assistance with activities of daily 
living. The cost is paid for by the 
veteran, and placement may be 
in a residential setting that is 
inspected and approved by the 
appropriate VA medical center.  
The veteran is allowed to make a 
choice in the selection of the 
facility. The facility may be in 
the form of a residential care 
facility or a Medical Foster 
Home. 

 
The Medical Foster Home is 
normally a single-family home 
owned by the caregiver.  The 
VA interdisciplinary team is an 
integral part of the Medical 
Foster Home program. The team 
is provided through the Home 
Based Primary Care or Spinal 
Cord Injury Home Care service. 
Home visits are made by the 
staff to ensure the veteran’s 
needs are made and that changes 
in the need are identified. Care 
in this program is provided 

around the clock 7 days a week, 
and the VA ensures that the 
caregiver is provided ample 
training and education.  
 
A veteran may find the Medical 
Foster Home to be advantageous 
due to the cost. Administratively, 
the cost is less than $10 per day, 
and the cost of medications and 
supplies average less than $50 per 
day. Although some veterans may 
be eligible for fully VA-funded 
nursing home care, they may 
choose to spend their own 
personal funds for the medical 
foster home care because they 
prefer the setting of the medical 
foster home. The cost of the 
medical foster home is about half 
the cost of a nursing home. 
 
Another program provided by the 
VA is the Veteran Directed and 
Community Based Services 
program. Under this program the 
veteran and caregiver manages a 
flexible budget, deciding the mix 
of services that will best serve the 
needs of the veteran. The veteran 
may be able to hire their own 
personal aid, including family 
members. Currently, there are 
only ten VA facilities in seven 
states participating in this 
program. 
 
In order to determine the type of 
facility that may meet your needs, 
it is essential that you coordinate 
with your social worker, primary 
care physician and PVA National 
Service Officer. 
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by Michael A. Yaskowiak, National Service Officer 

Chapter 35 Dependents’ 
Educational Assistance 

 

D ependents' 
Educational 
Assistance provides 
education and 

training opportunities to eligible 
dependents of certain veterans. 
The program offers up to 45 
months of education benefits. 
These benefits may be used for 
degree and certificate programs, 
apprenticeship, and on-the-job 
training. If you are a spouse, you 
may take a correspondence 
course. Remedial, deficiency, 
and refresher courses may be 
approved under certain 
circumstances. 
 
To be eligible, you must be the 
son, daughter, or spouse of:  
 
· A veteran who died or is 

permanently and totally 
disabled as the result of a 
service-connected disability  

 
· A veteran who died from any 

cause while such service-
connected disability was in 
existence. 

 
· A service member who is 

hospitalized or receiving 
outpatient treatment for a 
service connected permanent 
and total disability. 

· A service member missing in 
action or captured in line of 
duty by a hostile force. 

 
· A service member forcibly 

detained or interned in line of 
duty by a foreign government 
or power. 

 
If you are a son or daughter and 
wish to receive benefits for 
attending school or job training, 
you must be between the ages of 
18 and 26.  In addition, marriage 
is not a bar to this VA benefit. If 
you are currently active in the 
Armed Forces, you may not 
receive this benefit. You must 
have a discharge under honorable 
conditions to pursue training after 
military service. The VA can 
extend the period of eligibility by 
the number of months and days 
equal to the time spent on active 
duty. This extension cannot 
generally go beyond your 31st 
birthday but there are some 
exceptions.  
 
For more information on 
Dependents’ Educational 
Assistance and how to apply, 
please contact your local PVA 
National Service Office. 
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Cleveland VA is offering an 
educational series of classes on 
Thursdays at 3pm.  These are 
very informative, live briefings 
and discussions. The broadcasts 
can be seen in the clinic or via 
telephone call-in.  Please call 
Marlene Davis-Pierce at ext. 
2236 for call-in procedures or 
to schedule attendance.  
 
Here are the remaining summer 
classes that are schedule: 
 
7/7 Autonomic Dysreflexia 
Debbie Rovito, RN, MSN 
 
7/14 Bladder Management 
Jen Armstrong, RN  
 
7/21 Bowel Care 
Debbie Rovito, RN, MSN 
 
7/28 Medication Management 
Bridgette Mallick, Pharm.D., RPh 
 
8/4 Preventing Pressure Ulcers 
Martin Kilbane, PT 
 
8/11 Benefits 
Aaron Stevens, NSO 
 
8/18 Recreation & Sports   
Janelle Howard,  RT 
 
8/25 Safety: Home/Community  
Gina Kubec, OTD, OTR/L 
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C incinnati has been very 
busy reaching out to 
new veterans and 
improving the care 

given in the Clinic.  Our registry 
is now approaching 200.  The 
clinical team has been involved in 
a number of special programs 
such as the Tele-Health program 
where we are meeting the goals 
set forth.  Currently, we are at 
average of 12 patients attending.  
We sent out form letters to 
everyone about the weekly and 
monthly meetings. 

 

Dr. Kaya just returned from 
Washington DC where he 
represented the Cincinnati Spinal 
Cord Clinic in the special Patient 
Aligned Care Team (PACT).  This 
is addressing the special needs of 
our SCI patients in primary care.  
It’s great that we have come so far 
in such a short time with our 
primary care here in Cincinnati.  
As I have stated in the past, if you 
are not receiving primary care 
within the SCI Clinic I encourage 
you to do so. 
 

We sent 10 people to the Golden 
Age Games in Hawaii, Sandy 
Turvey lead the group on this 
trip.  Sandy as always stays 
extremely busy heading up our 
adaptive sport programs.  Thank 
you Sandy for your caring and 
passion to the veterans.  
 
We are trying to schedule a trip 
to Wight Patt in July through our 
Combined Support Group. If you 
are interested, get in touch with 
John Scheper as he is in charge 
of most of our special groups. 
Thank You Mr. Scheper!     
 
I would like to mention ALS 
critical path way was approved 
and is followed up and overseen 
by the SCI Clinic.  I know that 
there has been a lot of 
involvement by others 
throughout the Cincinnati 
VAMC to make this happen. 
 
If you would like more 
information about the new Clinic 
or need help with anything 
please feel free to contact me, 
Fred Wittmeyer at (513) 673-
6062 or just stop by the Clinic as 
PVA has their own office inside. 
 
Have a great summer and thanks 
to everyone who is helping to 
reach out to veterans in our area 
so they can also realize the great 
care the VA offers.   

by Fred Wittmeyer 

Volunteer Liaison Officer 
 
	�
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Notary 
 

Notary services are 
available by appointment 
in our BPVA Euclid, Ohio 
office. Please call to make 
an appointment. (216) 
731-1017 

 
Service Dogs 

 
Assistance Dogs of 
America, Inc. (ADAI) is 
looking for injured 
veterans who could use 
the help of a well-trained 
dog and  who qualify for a 
service dog. Potential 
applicants must have a 
primary disability that is 
mobility related.  
 
If you would like more 
information, please call 
them at (419) 825-3622 or 
visit their website: 
www.adai.org. 
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by Dale Spiller 

Volunteer Liaison Officer 

I t’s been busy and a little 
hectic in the SCI Clinic 
while we’ve been sharing 
space with other clinics.  

Hopefully renovations will go as 
planned without too many delays 
and we can get back to normal 
with all staff back in the SCI area.  
Until then, you can still find Janet 
Sutherland in the Social Work 
Department, room 1D-134, on the 
1st floor, and the PVA office in 
room 6D-137.  Although, the PVA 
location is very temporary and 
could be changed before this 
newsletter is published.  I suggest 
you call or email before you visit.  
Please continue to check-in at the 
Rehab window for all SCI 
appointments and remain in the 
waiting room until seen. 
 
Monthly SCI Peer Support Group 
meetings held by Janet 
Sutherland, SCI/D Coordinator 
are scheduled for Wednesday July 
20, Aug 17, and Sep 21, in room 
2A-103.  Please call Janet at (937) 
268-6511, ext. 2618, if you have 
any questions or suggestions on 
topics or guest speakers that 
would interest the group. 
 
Cleveland has been offering an 
educational series televideo class 
on Thursdays at 3pm.  These are 
very informative, live briefings 
and discussions on recurring 
topics such as skin, bowel, and 
bladder care, just to name a few.  
These broadcasts can be seen in 
the clinic or via telephone call-in.  
Please call Marlene Davis-Pierce 

at ext. 2236 for class schedule 
and call-in procedures, or to 
schedule attendance. 
 
Please continue using our 
designated SCI parking spaces 
and display your SCI Parking 
Placard because the police will 
issue tickets.  Contact Janet 
Sutherland if you need a placard.  
Also, remember to use the valet 
parking service during inclement 
weather. It is a completely free 
service and they are not even 
allowed to accept tips. 
 
We had eight wheelchair athletes 
join the Buckeye PVA Team as 
they won the Large Team Award 
(again) while competing in the 
Ohio Wheelchair Games in 
Columbus in May.  Great job 
team!  We are now training hard 
for the 31st National Veterans 
Wheelchair Games being held 
Aug 1 – 6, in Pittsburgh.  We 
want to thank the Dayton VA 
Rehab staff for volunteering 
their time during lunch to help 
us train.  We are busy 
fundraising as well and would 
like to thank AMVETS Post 66 
Riders and Auxiliary of 
Covington for their continued 
support by donating the TV to 
raffle and monetary donations.  
We also want to thank the New 
Lebanon American Legion for 
hosting the Quarter Auctions in 
our honor. 
 
     Please contact me with 
problems or concerns about 

issues here at 
the Dayton 
VAMC or 
with the 
PVA.  Stop 
by my office, 
room 6D-137, 
or call (937)
268-6511, ext. 3045, or email 
me at dale.spiller@va.gov.  Best 
times to find me are Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 10am to 
2pm, but again call before 
coming just in case we have 
moved.  I think summer has 
finally arrived so enjoy and be 
safe! 
 
Dale Spiller 
Volunteer Liaison Officer 
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fatherly work 
ethics in the 
June issue of 
PN 
magazine.  
Thank you 
Mandy for 
letting the 
community know what a great 
husband and father Gary is. 
 
Anyone wanting to join Holly 
Koester, KC Koester and Tony 
Zakrewski on the Pedal to the 
Point MS150 bike/handcycle ride 
held August 13-14? All riders are 
responsible for signing up 
themselves and arranging 
transportation to the fairgrounds 
in Berea, and raising the 
minimum $250 donation.  First 
time riders can get registration fee 

waived, but still need to raise the 
$250 donations. Please support 
this worthy cause by participating 
or donating. Please email me for 
more information: 
hollyk@buckeyepva.org 
Have a great summer! 
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by Holly Koester 

BPVA Sports Director 

T he veterans on the 
Buckeye PVA wheelchair 
team performed well at 
the 2011 Ohio 

Wheelchair Games where the team 
won the Large Team Trophy! 
 
Jeffery Fisher of Medina came in 
11th place in the Boston Marathon 
in his push rim racing chair.  Holly 
Koester of Walton Hills came in 3rd 
place in the Buckeye PVA 
sponsored Buckeye National Air 
Rifle shoot and was busy racing in 
May at the New Jersey Marathon. 
She also took 2nd place in the 
women’s wheelchair division in the 
Indy Mini Marathon, 4th overall in 
the Cleveland Marathon in the hand 
cycle division, and completed the 
Fargo Marathon, ND.   
 
Anyone interested in becoming part 
of the PVA Handcycling Team is 
welcome to join. Email Jody 
Shifflet at shiflettx4@cox.net. In 
order to participate and receive 
reimbursement for races you need 
to submit your training mileage and 
hours spent training.  This can be 
done on email, signing up on 
www.trainingpeaks.com or by mail.  
He needs this to validate and 
reimburse. You can get more 
information on hand cycle races at 
the Handcycling Federation.  Also, 
clinics and races on the PVA trail 
are listed on the PVA website.  
Email me questions.  All levels are 
welcome to participate, but you 
must send in your training reports. 
 
Mike Murphy and William Fry 

(Biff) both from Dayton, 
represented BPVA as they 
competed at the Thunder in the 
Valley Games in Michigan the 
end of May.  Biff won 7 gold 
medals and 1 silver.  He took 
first place in the 400, 800, 1500 
and 5000 using a borrowed 
racing chair.  It was his first 
time in a racing chair.  You’re a 
champ Biff.  Mike also won 
numerous gold and silver 
medals.  Thanks for representing 
BPVA in such a great manner - 
Buckeye Team Rocks - even in 
small numbers. 
 
Sandy Turvey took a group of 
Buckeye wheelchair veterans 
and other vets to the Golden 
Age Games in Hawaii.   Not 
only did the team do 
exceptionally 
well, but they 
had a great 
time! Attention 
members, age 
55 or older, you 
too can 
participate in 
the Golden Age 
Games.  They 
won’t be in 
Hawaii next 
year - but the 
medals are 
personalized and the memories 
priceless. 
 
Hope you had a Happy Fathers 
Day!  Congratulations goes out 
to Gary Waldfogel.  His wife 
wrote an article that put his 

��������
��������������

Golden Age Buckeye Team 
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HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS 
COMMITTEE APPROVES  

MIL CON-VA 
APPROPRIATIONS BILL 

 

O n May, 24, the House 
Committee on 
Appropriations 
approved H.R. 2055, 

the “Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs Appropriations 
Act for FY 2012.”  The bill was 
approved without amendment as 
originally moved by the 
Subcommittee on Military 
Construction and Veterans Affairs 
in early May. 
 
While the bill did not fully meet 
the recommendations of The 
Independent Budget for FY 2012, 
it did closely mirror the 
Administration’s budget request 
released earlier this year in 
virtually every area.  Fortunately, 
earlier this year funding for the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) health-care system for FY 
2012 was completed as a part of 
final approval of P.L. 112-10, the 
“Full Year Continuing 
Appropriations Act for FY 2011.”  
That legislation provided funding 
for FY 2012 for VA medical care 
that matched the 
recommendations of the 
Administration from last year.   
 
Meanwhile, H.R. 2055 includes 
advance appropriations 
recommendations for VA health 
care for FY 2013 that matches the 
Administration’s request.  For FY 

2013, the bill includes 
approximately $52.5 billion for 
total medical care, to include 
more than $41.3 billion for 
Medical Services.  While The 
Independent Budget co-
authors—AMVETS, Disabled 
American Veterans, Paralyzed 
Veterans of America, and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars—are 
generally pleased with this 
recommendation, Congress and 
the Administration must remain 
vigilant to ensure that this level 
of funding is sufficient when FY 
2013 demand is re-evaluated 
next year.    
 
Unfortunately, the 
appropriations bill does include 
some reductions in funding of 
real concern to PVA.  
Specifically, H.R. 2055 only 
includes $509 million for 
Medical and Prosthetic 
Research, approximately $72 
million less than the FY 2011 
appropriated level.  The 
Independent Budget called for 
$620 million for VA research 
programs.   
 
Additionally, we are very 
concerned about the significant 
reductions recommended for 
funding Major and Minor 
Construction.  The 
appropriations bill calls for $590 
million for Major Construction, 
approximately $610 million less 
than the FY 2011 appropriated 
level.  Also, the appropriations 
bill provides for $475 million for 

Minor 
Construction, 
approx. $610 
million less 
than the FY 
2011 
appropriated 
level.  
Without adequate funding to 
invest in new infrastructure and 
upgrades to existing buildings, 
added pressure will be placed on 
the VA to provide even greater 
benefits and health-care services 
to veterans with less capacity. 

 

SAFE STREETS BILLS 
INTRODUCED 

 

Legislation has been introduced in 
both the House and the Senate to 
improve roadways and rights of 
ways for pedestrians, including 
people who use wheelchairs.  The 
Complete Streets Act of 2011 
(H.R. 1780/S. 1056) was 
introduced in May by Reps. Doris 
Matsui (D-HI) and Steve 
LaTourette (R-OH) and Senator 
Tom Harkin (D-IA) with 13 
bipartisan cosponsors.  The bills 
were referred to the House 
Subcommittee on Highways and 
Transit and Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works 
respectively. 
 
This bill promotes the safe 
design of every street by 
directing states and regions to 
adopt policies to provide for the 
needs of all users of the system, 

    Frank Anderson 

BPVA Government Relations Director 
'����	(�	�������
�	��
WASHINGTON UPDATE 
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information can be found at: 
http://www.pva.org 
 

HOUSE PASSES 
VETERANS’ LEGISLATION 

WITH BIPARTISAN 
SUPPORT 

 
In May,  the House of 
Representatives passed several 
pieces of legislation that had 
been previously approved by the 
House Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs.  PVA submitted a 
statement for the record on the 
proposed legislation that 
expressed support for all four 
bills.   
 
This legislation included H.R. 
1383 which makes fixes to the 
Post 9/11 GI Bill to keep student 
veterans in the school of their 
choice. Recent changes to the 
Post 9/11 GI Bill caused a 
substantial increase in the total 
tuition and fees paid by some 
students attending a non-public 
institution.  H.R. 1383 will 
correct this financial penalty.   
 
PVA expressed concern with 
one section of this bill which 
would place a freeze on the cost 
of living increase in the living 
stipend that students receive.  
PVA reminded the Committee of 
the financial difficulty for adult 
students that may also have a 
family to support.  This monthly 
stipend is their lifeline.  The 
Committee subsequently 
removed the freeze from the bill 
before its final passage finding 
another source for the needed 
revenue.  

including people of all ages and 
abilities who are walking, 
bicycling, and taking the bus.  
Most current road design 
discourages travel by any means 
other than a car, truck or bus. 
From 2000 through 2009, more 
than 47,700 pedestrians and 
thousands of bicyclists were 
killed in road accidents.  A study 
by Transportation for America 
shows that designing streets with 
pedestrians in mind reduces 
pedestrian risk, often through 
low cost methods.  Basic features 
of safe streets ensure safety 
features for pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and transit passengers 
of all ages and abilities, as well 
as trucks, buses and automobiles. 
These design features may 
include longer crossing times and 
median strips, wider sidewalks 
with curb lawns providing a 
buffer from the street, bike lanes 
and accessible transit stops. 
 

SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
VETERANS REPORTS 

 
On May 26, PVA took part in the 
release of a report outlining the 
importance of Social Security to 
veterans and their families.  At a 
press conference in the Senate VA 
Committee room, Senators Mark 
Begich and Jon Tester addressed 
the variety of ways Social 
Security has assisted veterans in 
their communities.  On behalf of 
PVA, Carl Blake, National 
Legislation Director, highlighted 
the report's profile of Sherman 
Gillums, PVA's Acting AED for 
Veterans Benefits, who was aided 
by Social Security's disability 
insurance program after sustaining 
his spinal cord injury.  More 

H.R. 1627 establishes a new 
process for the placement of 
monuments at Arlington National 
Cemetery and enforces the 
reservation process for gravesites 
at Arlington. 
 
H.R. 1657 addresses an ongoing 
problem for veteran-owned small 
businesses and service-disabled 
veteran owned small businesses 
that pursue contracts with the 
federal government.   Often a 
company wins a government 
contract after claiming the 
appropriate veterans’ status to 
receive that contract. Upon 
investigation of that company, it is 
discovered that no member of the 
company ownership is a veteran.   
This legislation will revise the 
enforcement penalties for 
misrepresentation of a business 
concern as a small business 
concern owned and controlled by 
veterans or as a small business 
concern owned and controlled by 
service-disabled veterans. 
 
The fourth bill passed was H.R. 
1407, the “Veterans’ 
Compensation Cost-of-Living 
Adjustment (COLA) Act.”  The 
COLA would take effect on 
December 1, 2011.  
Unfortunately, this adjustment is 
tied to the increase in Social 
Security which is projected to be 
zero percent for the third straight 
year.   
 
All of the bills were passed 
unanimously by the House.  
Similar legislation has not been 
considered in the Senate yet.   
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